
asteroid -- a large rock in outer space that orbits the sun (Many asteroids are found in an asteroid belt 
between Mars and Jupiter.)
astronomer -- a scientist who studies and observes space
atmosphere -- the gases that surround a planet
comet -- a frozen chunk of ice, dust, and gases that orbits the sun (When near the sun, a “tail” of gas and 
dust particles form pointing away from the sun.)
dwarf planet -- a celestial body that orbits the sun and is massive enough to assume a nearly spherical 
(round) shape, but does not clear other bodies from the neighborhood around its orbit and is not a satellite 
of a planet
gas giant -- a large planet made of gases (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune)
gravitational pull -- The attraction that one object has for another object due to the invisible force of 
gravity. The gravitational pull of the sun causes the Earth to revolve (orbit) around it. The gravitational pull 
of the Earth causes the moon to revolve (orbit) around it.
inner planets -- the planets closest to the sun (Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars)
moon -- a natural satellite of a planet because it orbits the planet (Planets with moons: Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.)
orbit -- path an object takes when revolving around another object
outer planets -- the planets farthest from the sun (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune)
satellite -- a natural or manmade object that revolves (orbits) another object of larger size
solar system -- a star and all the satellites that orbit it






