2021-2022 IBDP Subject Overview   
Subject Area: 20th Century World Topics  DP Level:  HL & SL

	
	Unit Title
	Unit Questions
	Formal TOK Connection
	International Focus
	Learner Profile Focus
	Approaches to Learning
	Assessment Task
	CAS Support
	IB Objectives

	September
	Imperialism & World War I
	How did the Age of Imperialism help set the stage for World War I?

What is total war? How did total war bring about profound changes to societies and the battlefield?
What were the long-term ramifications of the treaties signed following WWI?
	Significance – When analyzing the causes of a key event in history, the historian must decide ‘when’ the causes began.  How can we determine this?  If one historian focuses on events in the short term, will that necessarily lead to a different view of what was an important cause of the war as a whole?
	To understand how the different countries and ethnicities of Europe contributed to the causes and fighting of WWI, and how the outcome of the war affected the social and political landscape of Europe.
	Inquirers – What do you believe was the most prominent cause of World War One?  
Why do historians reach different conclusions on what caused World War I?  
What methodologies do historians use to find ‘historical truth’?     
	Organization

Reflection

Thinking
	Objective quizzes to ensure retention of knowledge throughout unit.

Document-based quizzes to utilize OPCVL skills.

Mind Map – Create a visual representation of material covered

Subjective tests in the form of past IB exam questions.
	Students are taught the importance of global awareness and how we are all interconnected through our actions.
	Identify the causes, practices, and effects of World War One.

	October
	The Move to Global War
	What domestic and ideological issues can lead to the rise of fascist and militaristic governments?
In what ways, and to what extent, did the global community respond to aggressive dictators?

To what extent is the Great Depression responsible for acts of militaristic aggression by single-party states in the 1930’s?
	Significance – As historians, how do we determine the causation of major historical events?  
How far back should we go in history to explain how and when a major historical event occurs?
What factors can push a society to become nationalistic to the point of xenophobia?  
	To obtain a better understanding of how the actions of Japan, Italy, and Germany lead to the outbreak of World War II?  
What conditions caused the varied responses by the rest of the world, with focus given to the United States, United Kingdom, France and the Soviet Union.
	Knowledgeable – To what extent did the leaders of the world know/realize what the consequences of their actions, or lack thereof, would have on the world?  To what extent can we truly know this?
	Organization
Reflection

Thinking
	Objective quizzes to ensure retention of knowledge throughout unit.

Document-based quizzes to utilize OPVL skills.

Mind Map – Create a visual representation of material covered


	See previous
	Identify the reasons for the rise of militaristic, fascist governments in Italy, Germany and Japan, and the impact they had on their respective regions.

	November
	Complete Study of Fascist Aggression and Beginning of World War II & Early World War II
	To what extent can the start of World War II be attributed to the failures of collective security, specifically the failures of the League of Nations?
Was World War II inevitable, or could it have been avoided?
How did the fighting of World War II differ from that of World War One?

Why did the USA and USSR emerge as superpowers following World War II?
	Significance – When studying the causes and course of major historical events, how do we determine whose “version of the story” is correct?  Would a German historian’s recollection of events align with those of a French historian?

	What was the world’s reaction to fascist aggression?  
How did the actions of the major powers directly and indirectly affect other countries of the world?

How did the USA and USSR become superpowers following World War II?  Why did the United Kingdom and France become “second-rate” powers?
	Thinkers – Hitler believed the Third Reich would last a thousand years.  Hideki Tojo and other militarists in Japan believed the Japanese people were superior to all other Asian peoples.  What factors caused these men and societies to believe this?  
	Transfer

Information Literacy

Media Literacy

Organization
	Objective quizzes to ensure retention of knowledge throughout unit.

Document-based quizzes to utilize OPVL skills.

Mind Map – Create a visual representation of material covered

Subjective tests in the form of past IB exam questions.

Internal Assessment – Students will be nearing completion of their historical investigation.
	See previous
	Identify the causes of World War II, with emphasis given to items studied during the interwar period.

	December
	World War II (cont’d) & the end of the war
	To what extent was World War II more of a global conflict than World War I (think beyond geographic lines)?

How was WWII a different kind of “total war” when compared to WWI?
How was World War II fought?  How did this differ from previous conflicts?

How did the results of World War II help to shape the world we live in today?
	Significance – Can high casualty figures in war be justified?  What is a high casualty figure?

What are the knowledge issues involved in drawing conclusions about a historical leader?  When we analyze current leaders, do we do this differently?  
	World War II was the deadliest conflict of the 20th century.  How did this conflict affect the political, economic, and geographic layout of the globe?  
	Communicators – Did Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt, and eventually Truman effectively communicate with each other their post-war desires?  Are there miscommunications, if any, responsible for starting the Cold War? 
	Organization

Research

Critical-thinking

Communication

Collaboration

Information Literacy

Affective Skills

Media Literacy
	In addition to the above:

Debate – Students will debate the necessity of the atomic bomb
	See previous.
	Identify the practices and effects of the Second World War.

	January
	Early Cold War 1946-1950 – Conflicting Ideologies & Space Race
	What were the catalysts for the Cold War?

What role did Stalin and Truman play in drawing the lines for this conflict?
	Significance – Was ideology or self-interest a more important factor in motivating the USA and the USSR after 1945?
	How did the ideological conflict of communism vs. capitalism impact developing countries?  
	Principled – The USA and the USSR went to great lengths to expand their respective ideologies around the globe.  However, were these ideologies the sole principle upon which these countries acted, or were there other factors.  Is there a difference between an ideology and a principle?
	Information Literacy

Media Literacy

Transfer

Organization
	See above
	See previous.
	Study East-West relations from 1945 to 1949, promoting an international perspective and understanding of the origins of the Cold War.  To identify the origins of the superpower rivalry between the United States and Soviet Union.

	February
	Nuclear Developments, the Space Race & Cold War Conflicts 1950-1973 (Korea & Vietnam)
	How did the Cold War spread around the globe from its European origins?

How did the nuclear arms race change how international relations were conducted?
	To what extent do you believe that science, and scientific development, is driven by politics and governments?
	 To understand how the perceived nuclear threat affected the foreign policies of all countries around the globe, not just the USA and USSR. 
	Open-minded – What benefits are there to being open-minded?  Could the Cold War have been avoided if world leaders had been open-minded?  What Cold War leaders would you consider to be open-minded?  
	Organization

Critical-thinking

Information Literacy


	See above
	See previous.
	Study East-West relations between 1950 and 1973, promoting an international perspective and understanding of the course and effects of the Cold War.  Continue to study the superpower rivalry and events in areas affected by Cold War politics such as spheres of influence, wars (proxy), and alliances and interference in developing countries.

	March
	Sino-Soviet-U.S. Relations, Cold War Détente & Soviet-Afghan War
	Why did Sino-Soviet relations fall apart?

How did the Vietnam War change the United State’s outlook on the Cold War?

How effective was détente in reducing the threat of nuclear war?

Why did détente fail in bringing about the end of the Cold War in the 1970’s?  Was détente truly about deescalating tension between the US and USSR?
	Significance – How far is it correct to assume that ‘different cultures have different truths?’  Can this be applied to the different interpretations of Marxist-Leninism adopted by the Soviets and the Chinese?

Could it be argued that a key problem for détente in the longer term was that there had been no real ‘paradigm shift’ in the way the USSR or the USA perceived each other?  To what extent are ‘paradigms’ cultural, or guided by religion or politics?
	The relationships between the USA, Soviet Union, and Communist China were at the epicenter of the Cold War.  What other countries can be perceived as vital to the course of the Cold War?  
	Caring – Can the actions of the world’s leaders be perceived as caring?  Should our leaders care about the results of their actions, or should they act in the name of a desired result?
	Organization

Information Literacy

Critical-thinking
	See above
	See previous.
	Address East-West relations from 1965 to 1980, focusing on events in all areas affected by Cold War politics such as spheres of influence, alliances and interference in developing countries.

	April
	Downfall of Soviet Union/ End of Cold War & Exam Review
	Was the break-up of the Soviet Union caused by internal or external pressures, or a combination of both?
	What are the advantages and disadvantages for historians writing about the history of a country or region which has a different culture to their own?
	What effect did the breakdown of Soviet control over central and eastern Europe have on international affairs?
	Risk-takers – How, if at all, was Gorbachev a risk-taker?  Who were some other risk-takers during the Cold War?  
	Reflection

Organization

Communication

Collaboration

Creative Thinking
	In addition to the above the students will:

Group Research Project – Students will create presentations attempting to persuade their peers that Mikhail Gorbachev was or was not responsible for the demise of the Soviet Union.
	See previous.
	Obtain an international perspective and understanding of the course and effects of the end of the Cold War.

	May
	Review Cont’d & IB Exams
	
	Review will consist of practice papers, doc. analysis exercises, review games, etc.  Paper 1 and 2 exams are on Friday, May 11th in the afternoon.  The paper 3 exam will be given on Monday, May 14th in the morning. 
	See previous.
	

	June
	Graduation
	
	Congrats, you made it!!!
	
	



