
Level 5 Pre-IB Comparative and U.S. Government 

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year.  I hope you will find your skill levels increasing as you 
move through your last year of the IBMYP.  Much will be expected from you, but I know you 
are ready to meet the challenge. 

Attached you will find the course outline that gives you a brief overview of the areas we will 
cover.  At the beginning of the third nine weeks and into the fourth nine weeks, you will work 
on constructing and completing a research paper as a precursor to the extended essay that 
you will undertake between your junior and senior year.    

Listed below is the class information and expectations. 

TEXTBOOK 

You will receive a PDF of the chapters we will be using and a copy of the text Understanding 
Politics: Ideas Institutions, and Issues by Thomas Magstadt and Peter Schotten.  You will be 
reading the following novels this year.  The books are available free on-line and I have copies 
for you to use.

1984 by George Orwell www.mondopolitico.com/library/1984/1984.htm 

Anthem by Ayn Rand http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1249

Connection  to  Action  and  Service 

Research and investigation skills assist with action and service (A&S) and the personal project. 
The MYP offers opportunities for students to explore ways of knowing that become a focus of 
reflection in the DP theory of knowledge (TOK) course. Courses in individuals and societies 
encompass experimentation and observation, reasoning and argumentation, the use or 
primary sources, and data that can be used to propose knowledge aims about world events. 

Connection to Personal Project 

Individuals and societies across the IB continuum human existence and behavior. In this 
subject group, MYP students begin to explore those  knowledge claims by assessing validity, 
reliability, credibility, certainty and individual, as well as cultural perspectives. The humanities 
and social sciences focus on the development of critical and creative thinking skills that 
students can apply in a wide variety of areas of interest and careers. The knowledge. skills and 
attitudes that students develop in individuals and societies courses provide a meaningful 
foundation for further study and help to prepare students to work in academia. 

https://mises.org/system/tdf/We_2.pdf?file=1&type=document


Honesty Policy 

One of the highest held values of the IB program is that of academic honesty. The IB 
Guide describes academic honesty by stating the following:  

“Academic honesty in the Programme is a set of values and behaviors informed by the 
attributes of the learner profile. In teaching, learning and assessment, academic 
honesty serves to promote personal integrity, engender respect for the integrity of 
others and their work, and ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to 
demonstrate the knowledge and skills they acquire during their studies.  

All coursework—including work submitted for assessment—is to be authentic, based 
on the student’s individual and original ideas with the ideas and work of others fully 
acknowledged. Assessment tasks that require teachers to provide guidance to students 
or that require students to work collaboratively must be completed in full compliance 
with the detailed guidelines provided by the IB for the relevant subjects.  

For further information on academic honesty in the IB and the Programme, please 
consult the IB publications Academic honesty. Specific information regarding academic 
honesty as it pertains to external and internal assessment components of this 
Programme subject can be found in this guide.” 

MYP Conversion to HCPS Grade 

Possible pts. Henrico Grade 

8—95‐100  
7—90‐94 
6—85‐89  
5—80‐84  
4—75‐79 
3—70‐74 
2—65‐69 
1—60‐64 

Late Work Policy 

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to make up the assignments and/or tests 
when you return.  Check Schoology and the class Weekly Agenda for missing work and 
make it up as soon as possible.  All assignments not turned in will be given a grade of 
1% until they are completed regardless of the reason for the work not being done. 

1. Work submitted within one week of the due date will be accepted with a 20%
penalty.

2. Work submitted within two weeks of the due date will be accepted with a 30%
penalty.

3. Once the grace period has ended, students must be given the opportunity to
submit work for a maximum grade of 65%.



Supplemental Materials 

• You will be given many handouts and readings throughout the year.
• You will need to bring your laptops each day to complete in class 

assignments.

It would be nice, but not required, that you be able to read a weekly news 
magazine such as Time, Newsweek, or US News and World Report and report 
on significant information as is pertinent to the class. 

Class Expectations 

1. You are expected to be honorable at all times. No lying, stealing, or 
cheating including on-line help.  If you borrow from a source, you must 
give that source credit.

2. A minimum of class absences.
3. Consideration for one another and the teacher.  One person responds at a 

time and tolerance must be given to all views expressed in class although 
healthy disagreements are expected.

Grading

The grading scale for class grades will be 
Tests   30%
Quizzes  30%
Classwork  30%
Homework  10%

OTHER INFORMATION 

Due to our mutual need to communicate with one another during the school 
year, I want you to have my home phone number: (804)363-3668.  My 
email address is rtrigler@henrico.k12.va.us or riglertke@gmail.com.

I wish you the best for this school year! 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Rigler 



COURSE OUTLINE-LEVEL 5, PRE-IB 
COMPARATIVE AND U.S. GOVERNMENT 

  Unit II- Basic Societal Institutions 
          A. Family/Education/Religion 

B. Economic systems
C. Political systems

 Unit I - Nature of History (OPCVL)         
A. What is History?
B. Establishing Bias and validity in History

Unit III - The study of politics 
A. Nature of politics
B. Political leadership

Unit IV -Model States (Utopias) 
A. Plato
B. Bacon
C. Marx
D. Skinner
E. Utopia and Human Nature

Unit V - Totalitarian states (failed Utopias) 
A. Characteristics
B. Hitler, Stalin, Mao

Unit VI - Authoritarian states (traditional rule) 
A. Characteristics
B. Saddam Hussein, Idi Amin

Unit VII - Constitutional Democracy 
A. The U.S. Constitution
B. Branches and function
C. Civil liberties and Civil Rights

Unit VIII - Politics, conflict, and world order 
A. Revolution - (Russia)
B. War: causes and classifications
C. Terrorism
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