Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 
Lesson Title: Censorship and Bias in the Media
Target Grade/Subject: 7th and 8th grade Journalism
Length: 4-5 classes (4-5 hours)
 Summary: This unit will discuss concepts of ethics, bias, and the political and social implications of censorship. The unit will include research in order to explore different world views and how media outlets shape said world view. 
 Essential questions:   What is a true source? What is the role of the media? Why should you always check multiple sources and outlets for your information? What is an informed citizen? How do the media shape world view? Why would the same story be presented differently? How does a society or government affect the media? What is censorship? What is bias? How does censorship tie into propaganda? What is your duty as our school reporters? Global implication of Topic: The unit will address questions such as: How does information shape the way we see the world? Is there such a thing as bad or dangerous information? What is the role of the media? Does everybody get the same information? Why or why not? Is information power? Who should control information (if at all)? What is censorship? Why do some countries (China) have censorship? Do you think America would ever follow China’s model of censorship? What would happen if we did? How does information change the world? Can you think of a time in history when a news story, article, or picture helped change the world?
 

Lesson Development: Instructional Objectives: 1. Students will be able to conduct research using a variety of sources. 2. Students will use MLA format to cite sources for a bibliography. 3. The student will engage in critical thinking and problem solving 4. The student will use linguistic skills for written composition. 5. The student will practice creative self-expression. 6. The student will find facts in support of arguments and organize using main idea and supporting details 7. The student will recognize and explain the importance of visual media. 8 The student will learn and utilize editing skills. 9. The student will participate in the creation of new forms and styles of journalistic writing. 10. The student will learn and use new vocabulary. 11. The student will recognize the legal and ethical issues associated with journalism and other free press. 12. The student will develop speaking and listening skills. 13. The student will learn to effectively use constructive criticism using an evaluation of others. 14. Students will participate in a self- evaluation/reflection. 15. Students will compare and contrast the role of the media and censorship in different countries (Focus on USA VS CHINA). 
Process: CLASS 1 LESSON 1
Objectives: Introduce ideas of Freedom of press and censorship. Compare and contrast various news sources. Research and explore an important world issue or topic while learning about media sources. Explore the role of the media and how this role may vary depending on where you live. Materials needed: Laptops (all Henrico students have laptops), Newspapers, List of web sources, journals, I-Beam Projector. 
Warm up- (15 min)  Journal assignment: What is the role of the media? What is freedom of Press? Where does this freedom apply (news, magazines, tv, speeches, etc??)
Activity-
1. (10 min) Class discussion based on today’s journal assignment. I will guide students’ thinking with questions about censorship, power of knowledge, freedom of press, etc…Example questions: Is it important for the media to tell us all the facts? Is there such a thing as too much information/truth? What if the media hid things from you? How would people react? Etc..
2. (45-50 min)  Each student will choose a partner.  Each group must choose an issue to explore using multiple sources. I will have a list of news web sources on the board (probably the same ones we used for this EF class) and I will have a collection of newspapers (including the papers I collected in China) for students to use. Students must find examples of their issue in at least three sources. Students will compare and contrast the stories in a discussion board format.  <This is a focus on Chinese vs western media which will be explained in the directions>

3. (10-12 min) Class discussion about findings. Tell students to think about why differences may occur. Introduce idea of censorship.

4. Students pack up  Homework- Define new vocab list- due next class
Terms:-Bias-Censorship-Libel-Slander-Feature-Propaganda-Freedom of Press- Authenticity - “In Loco Parentis”  (in regards to censorship)- Exclusive rights
CLASS 2  LESSON  Objectives: Further explore the implications of censorship. Brainstorm as a class what government control of information really means for a society. Reflect on why this might happen in a country. Contribute to the discussion board and read what your peers have to say on the same topic. Further develop understanding of journalism vocabulary. Continue to compare and contrast media sources.
Materials needed: laptops, IBEAM Projector, vocabulary homeworkWarm up- (15 min) : Please read through our discussion board from our activity last class. Please respond to at least TWO other posts.
Activity- (10-15 min) Go over last night’s homework/definitions
1.. (25ish min) Discussion board and class discussion: Talk about censorship and what it means. Talk about our findings last class and what we responded to during our warm up this morning. Explore the idea of censoring information further. I will  then ask students to answer several discussion questions on their discussion boards to help guide their thinking. ( Example questions: Why would a government block certain information? Why should or shouldn’t a government do this? Do you think America would ever do this? What would happen if we did? Do you think it is fair for someone to decide what you should or shouldn’t know? Why or why not?  If you were a government official, how would you go about choosing what information was important, and what information should be censored?) Would you punish citizens for activity looking for accurate information? Why or why not? How would you punish them? People say knowledge is power; do you think this is true? Why or why not? If knowledge is power, and you control the knowledge, what does that mean for your country? The rest of the world? 3.  (15ish min) Students must respond to at least TWO other posts(10 min) Finish class discussion/ wrap on key points of discussion questions. Homework- Choose a problem affecting our world today. You will research that topic tomorrow. 
CLASS 3  LESSON 3- Research Day (students may go to the library)Objectives: Students will conduct research on various world issues. Students will further research how censorship is used and affects other countries, specifically China. Students will explore possible solutions to real world problems. Materials needed:  laptops, library cards.
1. (60 min)Use today as an opportunity to conduct research based on two topics- The first topic is censorship in other countries with a focus on China. The second topic is banned books in the United States and how this relates to our unit on censorship in publication. Groups will be given a topic to research. Students will answer the following questions on a flipchart: See attached “Censorship project questions” and “Journalism Censorship Flipchart” Students will present their flipcharts to the class. 
2.  (10-15 min)After research hold a class discussion: First students will discuss with each other in small groups, then share for a class discussion.(What countries use censorship on their daily media? What countries have used propaganda? How are censorship and propaganda similar? Different? Look up and read about the Tiananmen Square incident on Google. Now look up how China censored the Tiananmen Square incident this past June on the 20th anniversary. Why do you think China did this? Do you think this is right? Why or why not? What measures does China take to censor information? How does China enforce media censorship? Does China punish its citizens for leaking censored information? What do you think about this? How do you think Chinese censorship affects the way Chinese citizens view their government? How do you think Chinese censorship affects the way Chinese citizens view the outside world? Do you think China will be able to continue this type of censorship? Why or Why not? Do you agree with censorship? Why or why not?) 
3. Students pack up  Homework- Finish any research/questions that you did not finish today.
4. CLASS 4  LESSON 4 AND Class 5 Lesson 
5. Objectives: class communication and collaboration. Using knowledge to create own newspaper. Students will use research and editing skills. Students will use creativity and self-expression. Students will explore real world problems and solutions to these problems. Students will engage in fact checking and citations. Students will use images and graphs to support writing. Students will practice oral presentation skills. Students will engage in a self- evaluation and evaluation of peers.
Materials needed:  laptops, newspapers, magazines, project instructions and rubric
Activity- (90 minutes)

1. Get into groups of three or four. Now, with your group you will design a newspaper. First choose a role (s) for each person.
Roles:

· The editor- in charge of double checking all grammar, spelling, and mechanics as well as placement and format.
· The photojournalist- In charge of all images, font styles, and graphs needed
· The fact checker- In charge of double checking all facts, names, places, and source citations
· The publisher- This student will create the most updated version on their computer and will be in charge of printing any additional materials. 
2. Students will explore multiple sources online. I will give them a list of Chinese websites (in English) that they can use. They can also use any other web source that they find (for any country) Students must pick a real world problem to explore and use multiple sources to research about this topic. Students must compare and contrast the presentation of information (and/or absence) from multiple sources. Students should focus on comparing and contrasting sources from various countries to see how ideologies of societies affect world view and presentation of media. Students can also search for examples of bias and censorship. Students must report their findings in a mini-newspaper. 
A) Please come up with a title for your newspaper (5 points)
B) Please include all student names 

C) Please include a list of sources at the end of each article (10 points)
D) The paper should include at least TWO images. (10 points)
E) The paper should include an editorial from  EACH student describing your opinion on what you have learned about censorship and propaganda. (15 points)
F) The paper should include a well-written research focused article based on the world issue that you explored last class. (50 points)
G) Make sure to edit for grammar, spelling, and mechanics. (10 points)
Total = 100 points 
H) Students will present their newspaper to the class. Each student must speak and fully explain their ideas, articles, and images. ( 50 points)
I) Students will fill out constructive criticism of fellow student presentations. (25points)
J) Students will fill out rubrics on their fellow group members. (25 points)
TOTAL = 100 POINTS
See attached rubrics and student group evaluations. 
3. Students pack up
4. Homework- Finish newspaper . Be ready to present next class. 
-Follow up and conclusions of this unit: Students will present their papers to the class.  Part of their quiz grade will be their oral presentation and explanation of ideas and of what they learned. --Students will also need to grade each other and give feedback to their peers.

-Assessments of this unit- 1.After all presentations are finished, I will use the newspaper as an assessment. (Two grades as mentioned above) 2.I will also give a vocabulary quiz to assess the new vocabulary that we learned.3.I will also use the students’ assessments of each other as a means of assessment.4.I will use the daily discussion board warm-ups as an assessment as we move through the lessons. I can see what students are learning and how they are responding to each other. 

 

TIP Chart Assessment:(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart. 
Research and Information Fluency- Students will conduct research all throughout this unit. Students will use their laptops and the library. I will encourage students to use several sites and create a citation page. Students will also learn how to create and distribute their own research in the form of a newspaper or magazine. This project will also tie into how we create and distribute our school newspaper. Several articles may feature in our school newspaper. 
Collaboration and Communication- The project that I mentioned will also require students to work together with other “journalists” and “editors” in the classroom. Students will also present their newspaper/magazine to the class and participate in student evaluations as a means of constructive criticism and deeper analysis and reflection of the material. This project will also tie into how we create and distribute our school newspaper. Several articles may feature in our school newspaper.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- Students think about the real world implication of media ethics and censorship. Students must be able to compare and contrast various sources and draw conclusions about world view. Students must be able to recognize and analyze bias and censorship in the media. Students must research a real world problem through various sources to learn about and compare information. Students must be able to analyze their findings and create an objective and a subjective report to share with the class. Students must be able to assess other student findings. 
Creativity and innovation- Using self- expression in writing is creative. Students will also have a project assessment of creating their own mini- newspaper or magazine. They will have creative control of the look, style, and topic of this project.
