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Unit title: Media ethics and censorship around the world

Content Area: Journalism

Grade Levels: 7 and 8

Duration: 5-6 class periods ( each class block is 1hr and 30 min)

Unit Theme: This unit will discuss concepts of ethics, bias, and the political and social implications of censorship. The unit will include research in order to explore different world views and how media outlets shape said world view. 

Instructional Objectives: 1. Students will be able to conduct research using a variety of sources. 2. Students will use MLA format to cite sources for a bibliography. 3. The student will engage in critical thinking and problem solving 4. The student will use linguistic skills for written composition. 5. The student will practice creative self-expression. 6. The student will find facts in support of arguments and organize using main idea and supporting details 7. The student will recognize and explain the importance of visual media. 8 The student will learn and utilize editing skills. 9. The student will participate in the creation of new forms and styles of journalistic writing. 10. The student will learn and use new vocabulary. 11. The student will recognize the legal and ethical issues associated with journalism and other free press. 12. The student will develop speaking and listening skills. 13. The student will learn to effectively use constructive criticism using an evaluation of others. 14. Students will participate in a self- evaluation/reflection. 15. Students will compare and contrast the role of the media and censorship in different countries (USA VS CHINA). 

KEY: Red= Skill based objective   Blue= Content area objective   Purple=  A little of both

Global implication of Topic: The unit will address questions such as: How does information shape the way we see the world? Is there such a thing as bad or dangerous information? What is the role of the media? Does everybody get the same information? Why or why not? Is information power? Who should control information (if at all)? What is censorship? Why do some countries (China) have censorship? Do you think America would ever follow China’s model of censorship? What would happen if we did? How does information change the world? Can you think of a time in history when a news story, article, or picture helped change the world?

*Now that the Snowden ordeal is going on:  Do whistleblowers have a role in the media? Are whistleblowers a good or bad thing? How does this tie into the idea of censorship? Do you think there are some things we never hear about? Is this a good thing? A bad thing? Why? 
** For student self-relevancy: If you could change the world using the power of your own words, would you? What problems would you like to change? What problems do you think need more attention? Using your journalism/writing skills, how could you go about setting a path towards a solution to this problem?




Alignment to district standards: Henrico County promotes using Henrico 21 skills in the classroom. The skills include: Creativity and innovation, collaboration and communication, critical thinking and problem solving, and research and information fluency. There was a big push last year on a focus in each area. Our county has a Henrico 21 contest for teachers and students. If a student creates a project and it fits into Henrico 21 credentials, the student may submit their project to be judged. Teachers are also highly encouraged to submit Henrico 21 lesson plans to the county. I plan on submitting this unit this upcoming school year. My unit includes all four categories. 

Creativity and innovation- Using self- expression in writing is creative. Students will also have a project assessment of creating their own mini- newspaper or magazine. They will have creative control of the look, style, and topic of this project.  

Collaboration and Communication- The project that I mentioned will also require students to work together with other “journalists” and “editors” in the classroom. Students will also present their newspaper/magazine to the class and participate in student evaluations as a means of constructive criticism and deeper analysis and reflection of the material. This project will also tie into how we create and distribute our school newspaper. Several articles may feature in our school newspaper. 


Critical Thinking and Problem Solving- Questions and objectives for this unit include: If you could change the world using the power of your own words, would you? What problems would you like to change? What problems do you think need more attention? Using your journalism/writing skills, how could you go about setting a path towards a solution to this problem?  Students will have a chance to further explore these questions as they write their own newspaper. 

Research and Information Fluency-  Students will conduct research all throughout this unit. Students will use their laptops and the library. I will encourage students to use several sites and create a citation page. Students will also learn how to create and distribute their own research in the form of a newspaper or magazine. This project will also tie into how we create and distribute our school newspaper. Several articles may feature in our school newspaper. 
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