Lesson Title: Pop Art Acrylic Transfers
Lesson Number:  5607
Target Grade/Subject: 8th Grade Art

Length: Three 90 minute class periods, 270 minutes total.
 

Students created an Andy Warhol, Pop Art inspired Acrylic transfer on canvas. Using PowerPoint and Active Engage they learned about the history of Pop Art and how it influences and relates to modern times. Their final piece of art work emulates the process and look of silk screening used by Andy Warhol. To achieve this look students used Photoshop to stylize an iconic image and Acrylic Transfer Printing to apply their edited image to the canvas. 
 

Essential questions:   
How did Pop Art influence modern culture? 
What visual characteristics defined Pop Art as an Art Movement? 

What does the process of silk screening and Acrylic Transfer printing have in common? 

If Andy Warhol was alive today, who or what would be featured in his artwork and why? 

How might Andy Warhol have utilized technology if he were still creating work today?

 

Lesson Development:

Students began this lesson by breaking off into groups and reviewing a PowerPoint presentation on Pop Art. We then did a review game using active engage. This allowed me to ensure that all students understood the material. I then had students “collect” Pop Art’s influence within the room. They photographed images of brand logos on their clothing and shoes. We discussed how Pop Artist’s made consumerism into an art and how they used bold colors, repetition, and flat compositions. To review Photoshop, I gave a brief tutorial  on the tools and filters and a few simple tasks to complete. Students who had previous knowledge of the program from other classes, or exceled in our last Photoshop assignment paired up with those who were having difficulty. This buddying system allowed me to give students who were new to the program, individual attention. Once students were familiar with the program I introduced the project t. First we reviewed the grading rubric as a class, throughout the assignment students could refer to it on school space along with the power point, examples and directions. Next, students researched iconic images that they felt Andy Warhol would use in his work today. I encouraged them to choose powerful images that they felt would be relatable to the masses. Once students had selected their basic images, I had them edit their image in Photoshop. They used the filters and tools to emulate the look of silk-screening. When students were finished, they submitted the images into a drop box to be printed. The last steps of this project were transferring the image to the canvas using acrylic based paints. Students primed their canvas with Acrylic based paint, and then covered the front surface of their printed image. We discussed how the Acrylic in the paint, bonded with the toner in the copy allowing the image to transfer. One of the final steps was removing the paper from the back of the transferred copy. This part of the process took time and patience. When students struggled, I had them refer to the rubric which clearly reiterated the importance of a high standard of craftsmanship. When students were done we compared and contrasted their work to each other’s and Andy Warhol’s. Students noticed how their approach to the printing process also greatly affected their final outcome.
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

	
	Best 
	Good
	Needs Improvement

	Craftsmanship:(20)
	Your final artwork is neat and clean. You did your best and covered all appropriate details.
	Your final artwork is finished. But you may not have rubbed off all of your paper
	Your final artwork is sloppy, and rushed. The final image may be unrecognizable

	Originality (20)
	All your ideas were your own. You didn’t copy from a neighbor.
	All your ideas were your own. 
	You copied from a neighbor. Or asked another student to help you with several steps of your work

	Creativity:(20)
	You created an interesting composition with your images and color choices. You thought about how to arrange things on your canvas.
	You successfully transferred your image, and chose a single color of paint, that was pre-mixed.
	You didn’t think about your choices; you sloppily put together your assignment with whatever paint and scraps you could find.

	Completion:(40)
	You completed all steps: 

-Edit image with Photoshop
-Prime Canvas and paint image for transfer

-Rub off all the paper from the image

-Varnish your completed Image
	You may have left one step unfinished.
	You may have only completed one step.


Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Approaching
 Students used PowerPoint and school space to learn about the history of Pop Art. They also used a search engine to seek out appropriate images to use in their pieces. Active Engage was used to measure their understanding of the history of pop art. 
Communication and Collaboration: Approaching

 Students reviewed the Pop Art PowerPoint in groups, allowing them to discuss what they saw and generate questions about what they didn’t understand.  When the Photoshop program was introduced students who were more literate with the tools partnered up with students who were having difficulty. Students also critiqued their work as a class after the lesson was done.  
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Approaching
 Students had to consider what defined Pop Art as an art movement. They were also expected to consider the thoughts of the viewer and their piece would affect them. 
Creativity and Innovation: Target/Ideal

 Students had to make creative decisions on composition, background color. Students also had to choose appropriate filters and tools on Photoshop to edit their images in a way that they feel made the larges impact on the viewer
