[bookmark: _GoBack]INVESTIGATE:  RESEARCH DEBATE TOPICS
Unit:  In-gene-ious! It’s Up for Debate
Unit Question:  How unique are you?
Assessment:  Criterion A

Directions:  Using internet resources, the Life Science textbook and library books to find information about the following genetics topics.  Explain the topic then find TWO items of pro (affirmative) information and TWO items of con (negative) information.  List your sources of information.  

	DEBATE TOPIC #1:  Genetically Modified Foods

	EXPLAIN: Genetically Modified Foods is also referred to as genetically engineered foods--are created when an organism's deoxyribonucleic acid , which is the molecular basis for heredity in most living things, is altered in some way





	PRO INFORMATION:
Supporters say it is nothing wrong with the food.
Scientists say it is healthier than regular food.




	CON INFORMATION:
People don’t know if they are consuming Genetically Modified Food.
People fear that it hasn’t been tested.


	SOURCE: ehis.ebscohost.com
	SOURCE: ehis.ebsohost.com



	DEBATE TOPIC #2:  Gene Therapy

	EXPLAIN:
Gene therapy, an experimental medical technique through which doctors seek to strengthen the body by replacing missing or damaged genes.



	PRO INFORMATION:
It treats illness.
Scientists improve it.


	CON INFORMATION:
It doesn’t have many experience.
Sometimes trials have yielded bad results.


	SOURCE: ebscohost.com
	SOURCE: ebscoohost.com



	DEBATE TOPIC #3:  Germ Line Therapy

	EXPLAIN:
One of the most controversial developments in science is the use if genetic engeneering techniques on reproductive cells—sperm and eggs.



	PRO INFORMATION:
Scientist improve it.
Adults can have children.


	CON INFORMATION:
It can lead to serious genetic disorders.
People say that scientist should not manipulate human beings in this permanent, so people don’t approve in it.

	SOURCE:ebscohost.com
	SOURCE:ebscohost.com



	DEBATE TOPIC #4:  Cloning

	EXPLAIN:
Cloning is the process of manipulating a cell from one animal that it will grow nto an exact copy of thatanimal and thus share al of its physical characteristics.

	PRO INFORMATION:
The president allows them to clone, he improves it.
It has experience.




	CON INFORMATION:
People were disturbed about the them cloning people.
Scientist doesn’t improve in human cloning.

	SOURCE:ebscohost.com
	SOURCE:ebscohost.com





	DEBATE TOPIC #5:  Animal Testing

	EXPLAIN:
They test cosmetic stuff on the animals to see if it is good.



	PRO INFORMATION:
It protects humans. 
Animal research is needed to develop life-saving medicines and technologies


	CON INFORMATION:
It hurts the animals.
People don’t like it.

	SOURCE: ebscohost.com
	SOURCE: ebscohist.com



	DEBATE TOPIC #6:  Insurance Companies/Employment Facilities Demand Genetic Testing

	EXPLAIN:
Insurance companies  to meet expected claims are invested, thus providing industry with needed funds for capital expansion or other investments.



	PRO INFORMATION:
If  they get it, it’s a less chance they will get.
It saves miney.




	CON INFORMATION: Some employers may seek to use genetic tests to discriminate workers who don’t have it.

	SOURCE:ebscohost.com
	SOURCE:ebscohost.com



	DEBATE TOPIC #7:  Liability of Parents for Genetic Alterations of Children

	EXPLAIN:




	PRO INFORMATION:
It saves money for the government.
They are having discutions about it so that it can help the parents.


	CON INFORMATION:
Parents don’t have enough money to payy for the childs needs.
The people in the situations  are poor.

	SOURCE: http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/hastlj60&div=15&id=&page=
	SOURCE:
http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/hastlj60&div=15&id=&page=



	DEBATE TOPIC #8:  Designer Babies

	EXPLAIN: Designer babies are when a baby or a kid is whereing in style clothes.




	PRO INFORMATION:
It shows the kids personalities.
Some kids or babies like it.


	CON INFORMATION:
Some parents are forcing their kids or babies to put on the designer clothes.
Sometimes it hurts the children.

	SOURCE: 
	SOURCE:



	DEBATE TOPIC #9:  Government Involvement in Organ Transplants

	EXPLAIN:
What does government think about organ transplants.  Is it going tobe a good thing for the country.



	PRO INFORMATION:
It can save people from disease.
Some people have done it, so it has experience.


	CON INFORMATION:
It can kill people.
Government doesn’t approve it.

	SOURCE:
	SOURCE:



