
Portfolio Overview 
By definition a portfolio is a collection of an individual's education, work samples, and skills. This lesson empowers students to create their own virtual portfolio that will not only showcase their writing, but will facilitate the making of cross county, peer-to-peer connections. Students will draw upon their own personal experiences to write about a variety topics that are relevant to them. They will use the experiences to form a relationship with a peer (outside of their home school) who will serve as a collaborator throughout the online writing process. These connections will bridge the gap between geographical boundaries and student experiences all while allowing students to become creators of their own digital content to be shared with a global audience. 

Introduction
Writing is a big part of the English curriculum and also an important life skill. To date, you have had opportunities to write individual pieces as well as collaborative pieces with other students in our class. You often turn these writing journals into your teacher so they can review them and offer feedback. How great would it be if the students in this class could utilize an online portfolio?  That’s right - you can transform what you are doing and easily become a published writer (yes, we said published writer). Your online presence would enable you to make connections way beyond the classroom. Just imagine, no more needing to worry about illegible handwriting or improper spelling errors. No more lost notebooks or ripped pages. Writing that lives in the cloud and can be edited by you or any of your peers at any given time from any computer or mobile device. We have an exciting opportunity to make even broader connections with other students your age at another HCPS school. These connections will be made via your personal digital online writing portfolio that’s accessible by a global audience (yes, your grandmother in Florida can even read your writing). Your work will be online for all to see and we plan to use it to make connections with peers in different locations so that you have the opportunity to not only support one another, but gain insight and perspective from peers that you wouldn’t normally interact with on a regular basis. 





Process
Step 1: Online Portfolio Creation
During this part of the lesson students will create their own Google Site to be used as the shell for their writing portfolio. Click here for the directions.


Step 2: Create About Me Page

Now that the site has been created, it’s time for students to personalize their portfolios by introducing themselves. Students should be provided with time to independently research components of a portfolio/about me page and collectively share those findings with their peers to help make informed decisions about what to include. 
· Sample Page @ http://tinyurl.com/digportsample
· Byrd/Wilder Research and Consensus: Link to final list of what to include in About Me page. 
· Group Consensus:
At a minimum each writer should include the following on their “About Me” page. More information can be included as deemed appropriate by the writer. 
· About Me (likes, dislikes, etc.)
· Picture(s)
· Life Quote/Memorable Quote/Inspirational Quote
· Objective: What’s the goal of your portfolio? What do you want to get out of this? 
· Optional: Video


Step 3: Writing Experience 1 - Expository Writing

This focus of this lesson is expository writing. Students will be given an SOL based list of prompts to choose from and encouraged to select a prompt that is most relevant/important to them.










Expository Writing Prompt Choices:

	
· Prompt A: There is a common saying, “Don’t judge a book by it’s cover.” Think of something that has an unattractive appearance, but that has special meaning to someone for other reasons. It might be an old car, a well-used toy, a faded photograph, or something else. Identify the object and explain why it has special meaning.

· Prompt B: The ancient Greek storyteller Aesop said, “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” Explain how small acts of kindness can have an impact on others. Use specific details and examples in your response.

· Prompt C: Civil rights leader Mahatma Gandhi wrote, “Be the change you want to see i n the world.” What is one way you would like to change the world, and how can you help bring about this change? Use specific details and examples in your response.

· Prompt D: American jazz legend Duke Ellington said, “A problem is a chance for you to do your best.” Explain the meaning of this statement and whether you agree or disagree with it. Use specific details and examples in your response.





Step 4: Prompt Selection/SiteShare

After creating your online writing portfolio and selecting the prompt for your expository writing experience, you will need to share your portfolio URL and their prompt choices. Click here or go to http://tinyurl.com/hcpsdigport21 to access a form to submit your selections. 


Step 5: Connect Digital Portfolio Pals

Once you have completed your About Me page and expository writing, we will connect you with a “digital portfolio pal” who will serve as a collaborator/peer editor/partner to support your work. You will be grouped based on your prompt choice so that you can;
1 Read a response to a prompt that may have similarities and/or differences from what you wrote.
2 Consider how geographical location could impact how...
3 Peer edit your digital portfolio friends work. What type of feedback?
4 Meet someone from another HCPS school who faces the same learning outcomes and challenges that you do. 
5 Offer perspective. Have you or your friend had specific experiences in life that shaped your perspective? 





This page @ http://tinyurl.com/digportstudentdirections

