Lesson Title:  Democracy, We Love It!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Submission Number:  5605
Target Grade/Subject:  Grade 6/US History I
Length: (total class minutes required to complete)
270 minutes (3 class periods)

 
Summary: (Summarize your lesson in 250 words or less)
Whether students realize it or not, the government that they live under affects them every day.  The Constitution and Bill of Rights allows them to live a life with freedoms that students in other countries have never had or are just recently being exposed to.  The decisions that presidents have made in the past and in the future also affect our students’ lives.  This project will allow them to express how they feel concerning the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the job of the presidents.  The students will be creating a visual project to help them do this.  The visual project will express how the major parts of our democracy influence them on a daily basis.  Students will work in groups of 3 and will start with a brainstorming session to discuss the effects of the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and the president’s role in democracy.  They will then create a visual project using Windows Movie Maker, VoiceThread, or PowerPoint to display their individual feelings about democracy.  They will record their voices to fully explain their interactions with democracy that are displayed in the pictures and add music if they wish.  

 
Essential questions:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  
What is the president’s role in protecting our unalienable rights, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?
Why is the Bill of Rights important to you?  How does it affect you daily?
Why is the Constitution important to you?  How does it affect you daily?

 
Lesson Development:
Process/Tasks/Assessment: (Describe what the teacher and students are doing during this lesson.  Include details about particular tasks and essential resources/tools.  Include a description of the artifact that you will collect as evidence of content/skill mastery and state how you will communicate your assessment expectations to the students.)
Part I:
Using the “Table Texting” worksheet, answer the following questions individually:
1)	Why is the Constitution important to you and how does it affect your daily life?


2)	Why is the Bill of Rights important to you and how does it affect your daily life?


3)	What do you think the president’s role is in protecting our unalienable rights life, liberty and pursuit of happiness?
When finished get into your assigned group and complete a “Table Texting” Activity sheet for the whole group.
-	When you are completed you will hand in your individual “Table Texting” Activity sheet as well as the one your whole group completed. 
PART Two:
Using your “Table Texting” activity sheet you will create either a Windows Movie Maker Video or a voicethread to answer the three questions discussed last class.
Log into Google using Google Chrome.  Log-in name:  hcps-potterhj@henrico.k12.va.us,
					      Password:  hcps1234 your four digit number

Then open up Internet Explorer and log onto SchoolSpace.  Go to your Social Studies Class, Lessons, Repository, Democracy We Love It!  Copy and paste your group’s link into Google Chrome.  
You will use this group presentation to collect pictures on your computer that represent the answers to the three questions about democracy.  Each of your group members will be able to see what is put onto the presentation.  DO NOT DELETE YOUR GROUP MEMBERS THINGS!! 
The following items MUST be included in your project:
a script:  each member must write up their answer to each question and must perform (narrate) this in the video/VoiceThread.
-pictures:  each member must pick 1-3 pictures that represents their answer to each question.
-Works Cited:  each group must turn in a list of the FULL websites that they took their pictures from.  Google.com is not a full website.  
-completed Group Evaluation from each group member
 
TIP Chart Assessment:
(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:  
Research and Information Fluency:  Developing.  Students were asked to research images using google images and were to site the website the pictures were taken from by just copying and pasting the website onto their Google Presentation.
Communication and Collaboration:  Approaching.  Students used the Google Presentation to collaborate and gather their pictures.  They were able to use the chat forum to discuss the progress of their project.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Approaching.  Students answered open-ended/opinion questions and had to support their answers with pictures.
Creativity and Innovation:  Developing.  Their answers, which were opinions, led to a variety of choices of images to support their thoughts.
