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The Enduring Spirit
Master story-tellers have always had a special place in societies. Their power to spin words and create a fantastic world has captivated minds for centuries. For some reason, the stories that resonate with people the most have reoccurring themes. Stories in similar form pop up all over the world from all different times. We may never know exactly where they come from or why they are so powerful. What can be divined is the role they have played, and continue to play in society.  Myths exemplify the human spirit by showing the wish to explain that which we do not understand and teach future generations the lessons we have learned. 
	Even in the beginning the stories were the same. Many of the original creation stories have similar themes. Most begin with the sky and either the earth or the water. Greek myth says that in the beginning there was an egg. Then the egg cracked and one half became the sky and the other the earth. In Cherokee myth there was only water and all the animals lived in the sky. Eventually the sky got too crowded, so the beetle swam and found mud, and the mud expanded until it became the earth. All of these myths and many more attempt to explain what humans could not understand. Humans also grappled with the consequences of death and the afterlife. More recurring themes can be found in these stories. People are always being rewarded or punished according to life on Earth, even today. Although how this happens differs, the concept is the same. These myths not only explain the unknown, but promote morality.
	Myths are also a way to set both good and bad examples for a culture. Interestingly, many of the behaviors disapproved of in ancient times are still disapproved of today. Cherokee myth warns of the punishment of gamblers. Greek myth warns against cockiness and believing oneself to be better than the gods. Thai myth warns against greedy, listing it as the cause of the shrinking of the rice kernel. Greed, gambling, and cockiness are all still reprehended by many cultures today. In fact, many of the lessons learned from myths are still applicable. Modern religion models ancient stories. Everyone has heard the story of how Pandora’s curiosity led her to open the box and unleash evil and sin into the world. This story has close parallels to Eve’s curiosity getting the best of her and eating the apple, bringing man into sin.
	Modern examples such as Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings prove that myths are translatable to today. The classic stories and examples of heroes still resonate with us and inspire us, as well as teach us lessons about bravery, sacrifice, and how to be a good leader. Stories like Harry Potter can help us determine what brings humans together, what is universally appealing. In all classic stories, good triumphs over evil and the hero overcomes obstacles. The hero learns and grows from these obstacles to become a better person. Not only is he strong, but he is valued for respecting others and being wise. By facing tough questions about morality, the hero also underscores human nature to explain and understand the world. It is man’s blessing and curse to always seek for meaning in life. Myths bring this quest for knowledge and understanding to life and give their audience something to help them understand and relate to life, helping them to endure through the ages.
	Although people tend to think of myths as an ancient concept, there are many modern examples of myths. It is hard to imagine a world without myths, because myths are the embodiment of human spirit. They show our ideals, our quest form meaning in life, perpetuate our culture, and show off our power for creativity and creation. 
	
	
