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All through history, different cultures from varying parts of the globe, have come up with myths to explain the world that they live in. These myths, despite being from completely different peoples with different lifestyles have some astonishing similarities. The creation myths of many differing cultures and ethnic groups are all very different but with one major parallel. Creation myths of Central African cultures, the Ancient Greeks, and South Indian cultures all include a higher being that began creation.
	In the Central African region, there are many different cultures that all stem from one major group, the Baya people. The creation myth of this culture describes a God named Maori who created man and women to become the moon and morning star. The child of these two people became the evening star and gave birth to mankind. The myth doesn’t let the audience get to know the God, Maori, but simply explains his role as creator. This is a very important observation. The Baya people have asserted that God created the world, but his original creations are the ones that mankind was born from. They see their deity as having an indirect relationship with the people. This specified relationship is a distinguishing factor of this culture, the people don’t think of Maori as Father, because it was by the moon and evening star that they were born.
	The Ancient Greeks had many varying tales of creation, one of the common ones was that there was a great, black bird named Nyx in the black void of nothingness. In this emptiness, Nyx laid a golden egg that opened and the earth and heavens were born. Earth and heaven fell in love and mankind was born from this love. This story is similar to the Central African myth in respect to the degree of interaction between the original being and humanity. People were born form the love between Heavens and Earth, not directly from Nyx, forging an indirect relationship between man and deity or original being. The major difference, however, between Nyx and Maori, is that Nyx is female. This demonstrates that perhaps this culture may have a greater honor for femininity than the Baya culture. 
	In South Indian philosophy, the world is of a God. Purusha was the first being and he created all of the basic elements of the world. Purusha created the world of himself, his body became the Caste System, the highest castes were placed at the top of his body and the lower castes on the lower half of his body. His eye was the sun, his head was the heavens, his mind was the moon, and his feet were Earth. Humans specific to a caste were born from each of the caste regions of Purusha. This relationship of humanity to deity is also very different from others; it involves the creator becoming the creation, giving this particular culture a more fervent respect for their environment and the world around them. However, it is also more parallel with the Baya creation myth, the creator is a man and in both cultures, because of this detail, men are regarded as more honorable and true.
	The presence of a first or higher being in creation myths is a common attribute of many cultures around the globe. Each myth is different and unique that shapes the culture and the art that will spring from it. All of these cultures, however, felt a need to explain how they came to be. These three examples, Africans, Greeks, and Indian, are all cultures that independently came up with a story to explain the same theme. This seemingly miraculous coincidence validates the sameness of humans, one to another, despite geographical and cultural barriers. Each myth brought its own individuality, displaying the character of its people while also upholding a sense of unity in mankind. These myths have shaped the societies that they belong to, translating even into modern life. Comparing cultures through their mythological background enables the global society to draw parallels from one society to another and humanity gets its most natural definition, diversity. 
