Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title:  Soy Artistico Yo Tweet (“I Am Artistic and I Tweet”)
Target Grade/Subject:  Spanish 3, (grades 9-12)
Length: 3 blocks (4.5 hours)
 

Summary: Working independently and using Google Sites, students create webpages as though they are a major Hispanic artist from the last 200 years.  Using the target language, students communicate the artists’ visions and offer samples of their work, examples of their Twitter feeds, timelines of their lives, and videos of the artist reflecting on their lives, art and processes.  Other students (within and between the targeted Spanish classes) provide feedback about their peers’ creations.
 

Essential questions:  
Who are the major contributors and what are the major styles of Hispanic art over the last 200 years? 
What are the depictions and meanings of many symbols as shown through media, light and color in Hispanic art? 
How does creating an artist’s web site allow students to understand the art, the artist and form opinions about Hispanic art?
 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: 

“You will assume the identity of a major Hispanic artist and communicate to your fans through web-based media, creating a webpage as the artist.  The web page will include: a home page, a timeline of major life events in the form of Twitter tweets, eight pictures of the artist, five brief critiques of the artist’s famous pieces, a more in-depth critique of their personal favorite work of art and a video in which they portray the artist.” 


You will use Google Sites to communicate about your artist.  You then share the link to the webpages with your school community and will provide critical feedback to your peers about their work.”
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency:
Students are reminded about how to effectively pursue both content and images using advanced search techniques.  Throughout their research, the teacher models thinking and search strategies as well as the process of refining research questions to help locate appropriate information.  Continually students distill and organize information to create their artist’s web site.  As a result of all of these intentions, this lesson is rated as Approaching.
Communication and Collaboration:
Although students create the webpages by themselves, they support each other throughout the process by sharing what they’ve discovered about Google Sites and researching content and images on the web.  As their web pages are shared within the school community and feedback was provided literally on the webpages, students collaborate within and beyond the confines of their own class.  In light of these processes, this lesson is rated as Approaching.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Students were presented a challenge: assume the persona of a famous Hispanic artist and create a webpage as though they were alive today that showcases the artist’s work, personality and perspectives. Students respond to higher order question in this authentic task by continually make decisions about how best to portray their artist via a webpage.  As a result, this lesson is rated as nearly Approaching.  
Creativity and Innovation: This authentic task allows student to create individual products that blend aspects of personal choice while completing a major class project.  No two webpages are alike and students are encouraged to think outside the box in designing the pages and the twitter feeds for their artist. As a result this lesson is rated as nearly Approaching.  
