6100 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 
 

Lesson Title:  The War in Letters
Target Grade/Subject:  20th Century History
Length: 5 hours
 

Summary: Working with a partner, students create historically authentic documents reflecting many aspects of World War I as witnessed and communicated by people alive during the time.  While adopting assumed personas, students create narratives and compile letters and artifacts (newspaper clippings, telegrams, photographs, drawings, etc.,) into a “Jolly Postman book”  - similar to what might be discovered in an attic.  Once the letters and supporting artifacts are created, students digitize the memory books to preserve them for future generations.  The physical collections are shared with members of the class who provide high quality descriptive feedback to the teams online.  
 

Essential questions:   
How can assuming a different persona help us understand the experiences of people who lived through difficult times?
How can we best understand the toll that war extracts on its participants?
 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: (Describe what the teacher and students are doing during this lesson.  Include details about particular tasks and essential resources/tools.  Include a description of the artifact that you will collect as evidence of content/skill mastery and state how you will communicate your assessment expectations to the students.)

“You and a partner will assume personas from the WWI era. You might be a Red Cross Nurse and a Soldier, two friends separated by war, a mother and son, etc. (There is a class list of personals you can assume.  If you would like to assume other identifies, talk with me about your ideas before you begin the tasks.)  Because WWI has separated you from each other, you must use letters to communicate. Your letters will include historical and day-to-day details of life during war time as well as artifacts such as newspaper clippings, photographs, telegrams, or anything else you might have seen in the years 1916-19 

Your letters will be turned into a Jolly Postman style book, complete with authentic envelopes and stamps.  You will be digitizing the artifacts so that future generations will be able to view the artifacts.  For example, if you have your great-grandfather’s war boots in the attic, they will eventually dry-rot.  So you would take a picture of them so that your great-grand son would be able to see the boots as well.

Training on how to effectively research the personas and times as well as how to locate artifacts will be provided by school librarians and your teacher.  You will create historically accurate artifacts and will digitize your collections to better preserve the memories for subsequent generations.  A total of 22 letters will be created with each letter containing an era appropriate artifact.  A “works cited’ page following MLA format with references of all sources will be part of the letters book.  Each group’s book of letters will be reviewed with feedback provided by your classmates.
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency:
Through the school librarians’ and the teacher’s support, students were exposed to academically appropriate searches of information; they were shown how to evaluate the validity of such information and were encouraged to organize their research to create historically accurate letters and artifacts of the times.  On an ongoing basis, students postulated, researched, and answered ongoing questions to truthfully and effectively convey the stories via their letters.  As a result, this lesson is rated as Approaching.
Communication and Collaboration:
Students worked in pairs using Google Docs to share tasks and to create and store their documents.  Each team’s physical books were digitized and shared with other members of the class who in term provided feedback about the projects via online forms.  As there was communication and collaboration both within teams and throughout the class, this lesson is rated as nearly Approaching.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Students were charged with authentic demanding tasks: demonstrate levels of understanding regarding many facts and issues of World War I by creating narratives through the exchange of personal letters.  In order to make their stories ring true, students had to constantly decide when and how to weave in fact and fiction.  Such decisions are the essence of critical thinking and result in this lesson being rated as Approaching.  
Creativity and Innovation: In order to demonstrate understanding of historical facts as well as the effects of the First World War on soldiers and civilians, students had to role play, had to think creatively, had to fashion narratives, and had to convey accurate stories while blending in elements of fiction. Due to the high levels of student creativity and synthesis of information, this lesson is rated as Approaching.  
