2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Building an online student newspaper
Target Grade/Subject:  Journalism (grades 9-12)
Trish Lyons

Length: (total class minutes required to complete)
Ongoing – but the initial lessons took three days (225 minutes)
 

Summary: (Summarize your lesson in 250 words or less)
To supplement the school newspaper and provide an online presence for updated student news coverage, The Sentinel staff wanted to build a website.  This required students to
1. Research news websites and styles

2. Define purpose of the site
3. Define presentation method

4. Define the timeline

5. Design the material collection method

6. Launch the site

7. Update the site bi-weekly

 

Essential questions:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  
What purpose will the site serve?
How will it differ from the school website?

How often will it be updated?

How will we promote the site?

What software will we use to upload?

How will the site differ from the school newspaper?

 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: (Describe what the teacher and students are doing during this lesson.  Include details about particular tasks and essential resources/tools.  Include a description of the artifact that you will collect as evidence of content/skill mastery and state how you will communicate your assessment expectations to the students.)
With Greg Metcalf’s help, we chose to use WordPress for the gathering of information and for launching the site.  Greg uploaded all of the Journalism 1200 students as users, and together with Trish Lyons, the editors in chief of The Sentinel are administrators of the site.  After a brief into to WordPress, all students in the Journalism 1200 class were able to log in and upload their bios (Profiles) and Staff Views.  Students also learned how to tag stories.  Editors uploaded the photos – which must be saved in a different format than they are for the school newspaper.
Ms. Lyons and Mr. Metcalf assisted students with logging in and formatting.

Students updated their bios and each student submitted a personal profile, photo, and one story upon the initial launch of the site, which coincided with the distribution of the first issue of the newspaper.  Russ Smith, one of the EICs, is the “editor” of the site for his Honors Credit Project.

So far, we have updated Staff Views, Homecoming photos, the Canned food drive, opportunities for giving, and a countdown to winter break.  

 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Entry and developing levels have been achieved.  Our ultimate goal is to update at least bi-weekly (and produce a school newspaper every six weeks).
Categories:

Research and Information Fluency:

Communication and Collaboration:  *
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: *  This area is the main focus as we learn the process of how to best time publishing the site and keep it current and useful.
Creativity and Innovation: *
Student artifacts (the website) can be viewed on the following link:

http://deeprunwildcats.org/sentinel/
