Geometric Shapes in Everyday Objects
A sample project by G. Marshall
There are lots of geometric objects in an everyday object such as a school bus.
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One of the harder things to calculate is the surface area of an oddly shaped object such as a headlight.
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Here’s how to do it!
	Step 1:
	Break the object into parts. It doesn’t have to be perfect. We are estimating!
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	Step 2:
	This headlight seems to be made up of two right triangles and one rectangle.
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	Step 3:
	Measure or estimate (measurements are in inches).
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Step 4:
	
Apply formula “A” for both triangles.
	
A = ½ bh

Triangle 1: A = 1/2 4 x 4 = ½ 16 = 8 square inches

Triangle 1: A = 1/2 4 x 3 = ½ 12 = 6 square inches


	Step 5:
	Apply formula “C” for the rectangle.
	A = lw
Rectangle: A = 10 x 4
A = 40 square inches

	Step 6:
	Add all areas.
	Area of headlight = Area of Triangle 1 + Area of Triangle 2 + Area of Rectangle

Area of headlight = 8 + 6 + 40 = 54 square inches
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