2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Getting Involved
Target Grade/Subject: 8th Grade Civics
Length: Four 50 minute class periods
Teacher: Kim Jones PACE @ Virginia Randolph
 

Summary: Students will choose an issue in their community to research, developing five essential questions. Each question will be answered by using animation in the form of a television commercial. The goal of each presentation is for students to get the attention of the lawmakers to make changes in policies or laws concerning the issue. This will show how public policy is influenced by the media.
 

Essential questions:  
· How is the media used to influence public policy?
· How can lobbyist and special interest groups use the media to catch the attention of lawmakers?
 

Lesson Development/Process/Tasks/Assessment: 
Purpose of this project:
· To understand the importance of media on public policy and opinion.

· To experience the decision making process.
1. Whole class activity: Discuss “What is Public Policy?”  Brainstorm public policy issues and problems in school and home communities.

2. Group Activity: Students will form groups of three or four and select one issue for their project.

3. Students will use glogster.com to create a poster format for the project.
4. Each group will develop five questions to use for research. The findings will be posted on the glogster poster. All research must be cited.
5. Whole class activity: Students will view public service commercials. 
             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyXFN4ocN_o&NR=1
             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmEzMUjPvo
             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqeDb4ZBTig&feature=related
6. Group Activity: Using the information from the five questions, each group will create their own commercial script. Students may use goanimate.com to create an animation. Each submission needs to inform its audience about the importance of solving the particular problem.
7. Each commercial will be added to the glogster poster.

 

TIP Chart Assessment:

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Target – Students developed five questions to drive their research. A variety of research strategies were introduced to the students.
Communication and Collaboration: Approaching - Students choose their own groups and worked with very little supervision. Various methods were used to perform the authentic task.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Approaching -  Students used the technique of brainstorming to list various issues then selected one to use on the project. Questions were evaluated and used to create the animation.

Creativity and Innovation: Approaching – Students were given a variety of tools to create their authentic task. Taking the research and creating an online poster with an animation allowed students to creatively master the essential questions.
