 2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
Created by: Jaroa Favilla
School Name: Elko Middle School
Lesson Title: Amigos de Distancia
Target Grade/Subject: Spanish 7 & 8
Length: Short periods of class time over 2-3 Months 
Summary: 
Amigos de distancia is a lesson that builds student vocabulary in order to develop the ability to communicate in writing with a foreign student.  Students will apply prior knowledge acquired in class to develop a relationship with a native Spanish speaking student.  As the “pen pal” relationship progresses, students compare between the language in the textbook and the language used by the native speaker.  Students share information with the class using approved social media in order to obtain input from the entire class and move from written to oral communication with video chat opportunities with their pen pal.  The pen pal is actually a High School ESL student but students do not learn this until the end.    

Essential questions:   
· Why is it important to have good communication skills?

· Why are there differences in communication between Spanish & English speaking people? 

· How does body language play a role in how someone else translates the meaning of your words?  Can people’s eyes speak?

Lesson Development:

Task:

Help a foreign student understand America and its current customs.  You are responsible for educating a foreign student on the language of today’s youth.  Your job is to help your pen pal understand the ins and outs of what is considered cool and what is not.  Your advice is to be written and/or spoken ALL in español.  Your pen pal will be learning English at the same time and will practice their skills on you.  It will be your responsibility to make sure your pen pal is using English phrases correctly and in turn they will make sure you are using Spanish phrases in the correct context.

By the end of this lesson you will be able to share the following information with the class  in Spanish:

· What country is your pen pal from?

· What is your pen pals name?

· How old is your pen pal?

· What is the weather like in their country?

· What does your pen pal like to do in their free time?

· Describe your pen pal in physical terms.

· Describe your pen pal’s personality. 

 Procedure:
1.  Before writing any letters students will create and maintain an electronic notebook using OneNote – the notebook will be divided into the following sections: Para empezar, vocabulario, apuntes, trabajo y tarea.

a. Examples of some of the vocabulary are

i. Numbers & colors,

ii. Alphabet,

iii. Greetings & response,

iv. The calendar – days of the week, months, years and holidays,

v. Weather & how it relates to geography,

vi. How to describe yourself – both physically and your personality,

vii. Interrogative words.

2. Students will write the first letter after the lesson on greeting and response.

3. The letter will be placed on the class page of edmodo.com for peer review – after obtaining classmate reviews, students will have the opportunity to edit the letter for a final grade.

4. Students will utilize 

HYPERLINK "http://www.wordreference.com"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.wordreference.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.wordreference.com"wordreference

HYPERLINK "http://www.wordreference.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.wordreference.com"com or other online Spanish dictionaries  to acquire any new words not learned during that lesson that will enhance their letter.

5. Students will keep adding to the original letter as we move on in class – after the calendar & weather lesson, students will have to incorporate questions for their pal about the geographical location of the pal’s country and how it affects the weather.  Students will also have to research holidays celebrated in the pals country, ask questions about the holidays, and learn more about  the traditional celebrations.

6. The letters will once again go on edmodo.com for peer review

7. As the letters intensify in vocabulary, students will read them out loud in class.

8. They will practice with a partner to have a conversation in order to obtain information from a friend – asking questions and providing appropriate answers.

9. Video chat between pen pals – this will be done at the end for a revealing purpose, showing the students that they have been exchanging letters this entire time with a student within Henrico county.  It shows that you do not have to leave the country to learn about other people and their culture. 

10. Students will be graded on:

a. Their oral and written communication.

b. Is a native speaker able to understand written or spoken words? 

c. Are they using grammar correctly? 

d. Is the grammar affecting the meaning of the sentence?

Rubric:

	Point Value
	Not Done
	10
	20

	OneNote Notebook – student kept an Notebook with all the information teacher provided
	 
	 
	 

	Introduction letter – student wrote a intro letter that was send to pen pal
	 
	 
	 

	Revision of letter – student made corrections and additions to first letter and send to pen pal
	 
	 
	 

	Video Chatting – student was able to participate in a video chat with pen pal
	 
	 
	 


TIP Chart Assessment:

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Approaching
In this lesson students had to assemble and organize material learned in class in order to create a letter to their pen pal.  The teacher modeled strategies to guide student investigation and provided opportunities for students to synthesize information and complete an authentic task.

Communication and Collaboration: Target

In this lesson the teacher designed challenges that promoted collaboration within and beyond the classroom to address an authentic task in addition to prompting the students to analyze others work and to communicate changes through the use of appropriate digital tools.  Providing the students with a high school editing partner aided the students as they reflected on their roles as communicators and set goals for future growth in Spanish speaking communication.

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Developing

In this lesson the teacher directly instructed the students on effective questioning, critical thinking and/or problem solving strategies, and use of associated digital tools.  This led students to elaborate on critical thinking or problem solving practices when prompted.

Creativity and Innovation: Approaching

In this lesson the students created meaningful, original work within the assignment parameters.  The teacher designed opportunities for students to communicate, collaborate, and apply critical thinking skills to address an authentic task.

