World River Google earth project

Project Information:  This project will allow you to explore a world river of your choice and the cultural, ecological, and economic significance of the river to the region that surrounds it.

What to do for the project:  
1. You will research your river using the Library Databases to find out the cultural, ecological and economic impact that is made on the region because of your river.  Find the latitude and longitude reading for your river location.  You will need this when you start the Google Earth portion of the project.
Be able to answer these questions:
a. How does the river affect the culture in the region?  Do the people of the region use it for washing clothes, bathing?  Do they use it for fishing?  Transportation of goods to villages?
b. What is the ecological impact that your river has on the region?  What sorts of living things can survive because of the river?  Are there wetlands along the shorelines that are being affected by the people using the river?  Are the plants and animals significantly used in the culture of the people of the region?
c. What is the economic significance of the river’s location on the region?  Does it allow the people of the region to transport goods to other locales for sale?
d. What stage is your river currently in?  You may just need to compare your river’s features to those you wrote about in your newspaper and then decide.  (Does it have a wide flood plain?  Or a narrow steep valley?)

2. Record this information on a Word Document.  You also need to complete a Works Cited page as a part of this document to be turned in along with your Google Earth Document.  Use Citation Machine to help you complete the Works Cited.

3. Save this document as 4_World River Google Project in your Unit 4 – Freshwater Folder

4. Open Google Earth

5. Type in the latitude and longitude reading into the “Fly to” search box in the following format 
(example:  41 43 60, 12 13 60) This is the latitude reading followed by a comma and then the longitude reading (latitude, longitude).

6. Add a folder (named – Your lastname_rivernameproject); Click OK

7. Add a placemark to the location.  Type in the name of the river (Name River)for your placemark name.  Drag the placemark into the folder (lastname_rivernameproject); Click OK

8. After you have saved the placemark, you will need to right-click on the placemark and choose Properties to edit the placemark.

9. Inside of your placemark description, you will need to include information that you researched about your river.  How does the river affect the culture in your region?  What is the ecological impact that your river has on the region?  What is the economic significance of the river’s location for the region?  What stage is your river currently in (youthful, mature, old, or rejuvenated)?
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10. We will be customizing your placemark icon together with a picture of your river.  Find a picture through Google Images that is a great representation of your river.  Make sure you open the actual image file by choosing View Full Size Image.  Copy the image URL.  You will paste this URL into the Add Custom Icon for your placemark. 


11. Click on the folder (lastname_rivernameproject) go to File---Save---Save Place As---Lastname_RiverNameProject.kmz (Save this file on your desktop).  This is the file that you will drop through School Space.


Rivers to choose from: (We will sign up for these in class)
	Amazon River
Amur River
Congo River
Colorado River
Columbia River
Danube River
Ganges River
Indus River
	Lena River
Mekong River
Mississippi River
Missouri River 
Murray-Darling River 
Niger River
Nile River
Parana River
	Potomac River
Rhine River 
Rio Grande
Rubicon River
Seine River
Thames River
Tiber River
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
	Ural River
Volga River
Yangtze River
Yellow River
Yenisey River
Yukon River
Zaire River
Zambezi River



