2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Profiling a Killer: Looking at the Science of Serial Killing Through the Eyes of the FBI
Target Grade/Subject: 10th, 11th, 12th/ Psychology
Length: 10 blocked class period and 2 days for presentations
 

Summary: This lesson will focus on the classifying and analysis of a serial killer. Students will be researching a serial killer and the popular psychology of the time to synthesize a prosecution’s perspective or a psychologist’s analysis of the serial killer. Students will then use their new understanding to create an original work visually depicting a prosecution and a psychological analysis of their serial killer using movie maker. 
 

Essential questions:
What is profiling and how is it used in a prosecution?

How did psychologists use psychology of the time to objectively analyze a subject?

How could the psychology of the time create a bias towards the subject being studied?

What are the different types of serial killers and what is the motivation behind their crimes?
   

 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: 
Previous to this project teacher taught a unit on the schools of Psychology and the history of the science. 

Step 1: Teacher gives direct instruction on the background of Serial Killing, the types of serial killers, and the evolution of the FBI science of profiling. During this time students also viewed a brief video showing the beginning of the FBI Behavioral Analysis Unit, provided by our librarian.

Step 2: The project was introduced to students. They were given websites with lists of serial killers to choose who they wanted to focus their project on. Students began researching their chosen subject.

Step 3: Students were shown other online resources to gather information on their serial killer as well as their chosen profession (FBI profiler or FBI Psychologist. A tutorial on hwo to cite their sources using www.noodletools.com was given by the librarian. Students continued their research.
Step 4: Students completed research and submitted their work cited for approval.

Step 5: Students were broken into profession groups and were given direct instruction as to what they would be including in their script. They were also shown how to best organize their notes. Teacher and Librarian used media and direct instruction to give example of what the final product should look like.

Step 6: Using the knowledge from step 5 students created scripts that reflected their research, and their chosen profession (FBI Profiler/ Forensic Psychologist). Brief instruction on parenthetical citations was also given.

Step 7: Students submitted finished scripts and began rehearsing for the filming of their project. Teacher and Librarian collaborated by assisting students in filming projects.

Step 8: Students learned how to use Movie Maker and Adobe Premier to edit and complete their project.

Step 9: Students presented their projects and audience acted as the jury, voting on competency of the defendant at the end of every presentation. 

Step 10: Students use class feedback in order to complete a personal reflection on their project. 

A rubric was introduced in the beginning of the unit and used as a formal grading tool at the end. Students were also given a timeline of  deadlines for citations, scripts, and final product. 
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Ideal/Target, because students assembled and synthesized their own sources to address the authentic task of a competency hearing for a serial killer, either as the FBI profiler or the Forensic Psychologist.
Communication and Collaboration: Developing, because teacher gave assigned roles to student chosen groups and were expected to use similar digital tools to communicate class assignments. 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Ideal/Target, because students solved the authentic task of evaluating a serial killer through the eyes of the FBI profiler or forensic psychologist by researching information, critically thinking about how to assemble and apply the information as well as how to convey their new understanding through the use of appropriate digital tools. At the end of the process students also reflected on their finished product as well as their peers
Creativity and Innovation: Ideal/ Target, because student creatively synthesized information to create an analysis of a serial killer through the eyes of an FBI profiler or a Psychologist. Students also reflected on their project upon completion.
