2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Federal Power vs. States’ Rights
Target Grade/Subject: 11th & 12th/ US History & US Government
Length: 120-150 minutes
Teachers: Ben Nicely, Molly Lynde (Godwin High, Virginia Randolph), Maryann Divina
 

Summary: Students engaged in a thematic cross-curriculum, cross-school (DRHS, GHS, and VRA) single lesson examining the continuing strand in US History & US Government of federal power vs. states’ rights. Students engaged on a social networking platform (Edmodo) and debated then and now - nullification in the 1830s and the Affordable Care Act of 2010. Students were required to stretch their thinking in contrasting and comparing political language, primary documents, and audiovisual delivery about the strand. The lesson assists students in understanding modern issues in a historical context.
 

Essential Questions- US History
1) What were issues dividing America in the first half of the nineteenth century?
2) What were the causes of the Civil War?
3) Where is the historical debate about federal power vs. states’ rights evident today?
4) How do individuals differ in their opinions about the role of government?

Essential Questions- US Government
1) What is the relationship of the state governments to the national government?
2) How is power divided and shared between the national and state levels of government?
3) What powers are denied to both national and state governments?
 
 

Lesson Development:

US History Lesson Plan:

Agenda/Procedures:
1. Intro: View NBC Learn Video Clips- http://archives.nbclearn.com/portal/site/k-12-   Nullification Crisis, Tariff of Abominations clip, Calhoun at the dinner table with Pres. Van Buren from Amistad.
2. Lecture/Notes- (delivery method at teacher discretion- on type of level, etc.)- Jackson Outline
3. Examine Primary Documents Assignment- then & now- Nullification Packet Assignment for HW---- (see handout)http://www.digitalhistory2.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=5&smtid=3
http://www.styleweekly.com/richmond/beneath-the-battlefields/Content?oid=1616819- “Beneath the Battlefields” Style Weekly
http://reason.com/blog/2010/03/30/health-care-states-rights-and- “
4. On Edmodo for HW: students answer the discussion thread on class pages only (US History- What if President Jackson asserted federal power thereby putting the issue to rest and averting movement toward Civil War?) 
5. As a class go over trends in student responses and teach the facts about The Affordable Care Act and view the clip President Obama calls a young man about coverage up to age 26. http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/healthcare-overview
6. View -Then to Now Video Clip on current issues- students need to draw out the federal vs. state strand- View Video that compares Nullification & the Affordable Care Act of 2010- Maddow, Gov. Daniels & VA AG Cuccinelli- http://deeprunwildcats.org/nicely/?p=1234
Then--NBC Learn Clips- Federal Judge Rules Health Care Reform Unconstitutional; Republicans Vow to Fight Against Health Care Reform; Federal Health Care Law Repeal Effort---
7. Log in to Edmodo.com & Join Group Page as a Student- join Group Federal Power vs. States’ Rights- Log in ID code- 

x4xxjb; be sure to scroll down to see the whole debate.
8. Vote on Poll on Edmodo- individually- Should the federal government require purchase of health insurance by every American??

Respond under Teacher Created Prompt-

9. In Groups, research and craft a unified response with a link and explanation why you feel that way toward the video you must disagree with someone on Edmodo- Should the federal government require purchase of health insurance by every American?

10. Craft and submit a group critical response to peer posting of their answer to: Should the federal government require purchase of health insurance by every American?

Assessments
1) Grades for Edmodo Postings- Essential opinion Q - general response- posting; respond to a video, comment on video, individual question - each class will produce the best comment.--  Test Grade(see Rubric)
2) Group Work Worksheet on Primary Documents.- Classwork Grade
3) Unit Test- Jackson to 1850.

US Government Lesson Plan-
Directions:  We will be entering blog discussions with other Henrico County high school students. The conversation will center on federalism, states’ rights, and the Affordable Health Care Act.  The essential question you will speak to is: Should the federal government require purchase of health insurance by every American?
1. In preparation for our discussions you need to become familiar with our blog at http://www.edmodo.com.  Your class period code is as follows: US Govt Period 6   fn5cn8
2. M Lynde’s Blog: To begin our general in-class conversations please sign in and post your link a political cartoon centering around the debate over the Affordable Health Care Act or cartoons addressing federalism, or states’ rights in general.
3. In class: On Monday Oct. 31, 2011 you will turn in to me your paper copy of Independent Cartoon Analysis for your particular cartoon.
4. M Lynde’s Blog: In class on Monday Oct. 31, 2011, you will examine your peers’ posted cartoon links and offer a critical analysis of at least one of your peers’ postings.
5. M Lynde’s Blog:  Read and review teacher posted general information on the Affordable Health Care Act.

6. M Lynde’s Blog: Read the teacher posted link on Health Care, States’ Rights, and the Shadow of John C. Calhoun
7. M Lynde’s Blog:  Post to the blog your critical response to the question: How is the opposition to Affordable Care Act of 2010 similar to past historical debates like nullification?
8. In class: Class discussion: What direct provision of the law has been challenged in court?
9. Mr. Nicely’s Blog: view the video clip examining the debate over federalism, states’ rights, and the health care issue.

10. Mr. Nicely’s Blog: Respond to the poll on Mr. Nicely’s blog asking:  Should the federal government require purchase of health insurance by every American?
11. In class:  Analyze in order to elaborate on States vs. Federal connections: NBC Learn: 1) Federal Judge Rules Health Care Reform Unconstitutional. 2) Republicans Vow To Fight Against Health Care Reform, and 3) Federal Health Care Law Repeal Effort. 
12.  Mr. Nicely’s Blog: In small groups, research and craft a unified response with links, video uploads, etc. which explain and justify your response.
13. Mr. Nicely’s Blog: In the same small group, offer a well-crafted, critical response to another student’s posted response.
 *This assignment will be a test grade. Rubric is provided.
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Communication and Collaboration: Target- Students worked in teams to craft responses to prompt questions and other peer responses via Edmodo. They communicated in real and non-real time in a cross-curriculum, cross-school experience. Students debated and took ownership of content that would be visible in a secure setting between classes at Deep Run High and cross county with Godwin & Virginia Randolph. Students discussed a modern issue in its historical context, using modern communication.
To view student artifacts – you will need an HCPS - Edmodo account, login to Edmodo  and enter the class code (x4xxjb).  Next view the group page discussion threads and polls on Edmodo.
