Lesson Plan for Henrico 21

Teacher Name: Elham Aboulhosn
Collaborators: Ms. Lancaster
Lesson Title: Monsieur Ibrahim et Les Fleurs du Coran
Target Grade/Subject: IB French VI
Length: (4 weeks)


Summary: (Summarize your lesson in one succinct paragraph)
After reading the novel “Monsieur Ibrahim et les Fleurs du Coran” in French, students generated guiding questions for the novel study. Students designed their own blog, learned how to use it, and created a blog entries asking these questions to each other. They responded on the blog to questions based on research done inside and outside the class.  Students reviewed their peers responses to the questions on the blog and discussed aspects of plot and theme. Students decided on two products to best express the plot and themes in the novel. In order to send the message across, the students created a film and an artistic poster in the style of a mural with quotations extracted from the novel.
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Essential questions or objectives:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  What are the concepts or skills that provide the purpose for this lesson? STANDARDS . . . )

Que peut-on faire pour mieux s’entendre malgré ses différentes culturelles et religieuses ?
What can we do to better embrace other cultures and religion despite our cultural and religious differences?
The purpose of this lesson is:
Through the study of this novel, students were provided the opportunity to enjoy the learning, develop an awareness and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from different cultures, and enable them to be creative and intellectually stimulated in the target language. 

Resources: the novel “Monsieur Ibrahim et Les Fleurs du Coran”, The Blog, the film, The Internet
Lesson Development: 
Students read the short novel (66 pages), parts in class and parts on their own. They researched the vocabulary, studied the grammar, took notes as the story progressed, wrote a summary, discussed the evolution and the themes of the story, created the blog, generated guiding questions, posted them on the blog, responded to these questions based on their personal experiences, researched wise people and their impacts on our history; and as a result, they created a final product: a silent film and a creative mural to send the message across.

Evaluation Procedure: 
Students were evaluated based on the IB criteria for reading comprehension, oral and written assessments. They were assessed on the fluency of the spoken language, the correct grammar and vocabulary used in the production, the clear presentation of simple and complex ideas and opinions, and the relevance and creativity of the responses.   

TIPC Assessment:
(Using the rubric, identify where your lesson falls in each of the categories below.  Write a brief statement indicating what elements of your lesson make it strong in each of the following areas.)
Research and Information Fluency: 5

Students researched unfamiliar vocabulary in order to understand the meaning of the story. They had to apply the learned words in sentences and contexts from their daily life. To better understand different cultures and various religions in different parts of the world, students researched these things using Internet sources. They compared and contrasted information as they checked the validity of the sites that they used. From the researched  information, they drew conclusions and produced new understandings that informed their blog responses and the  creation of their selected products, the film and the mural.

Communication and Collaboration: 6

Students worked together in and outside of class  generating guiding questions, posted their questions on the blog, responded to each other’s questions, and shared their own experiences in relation to some of these questions.Lively discussions were generated in class which promted new questions and responses to be added to the blog. Students formed their own groups and each student designed and took on a specific role to contribute to the final product: the film and the mural.

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: 5
Students stretched their thinking researching and discussing the value of wisdom and how society has benefited from the wisdom of older people. They also addressed how to avoid judging others based on known qualities, why this theme is important in this novel, and other questions related to modern connections to this theme. They then formulated questions and added them to the blog. All students responded with their own thoughts and to their peers’ responses. Students used all of these questions and responses to plan and design the product from their own point of views.

Creativity and Innovation: 6
This novel allowed students to apply critical thinking and research methods to create their own original final product. Students were asked to find an authentic way to create a public service message to sell their ideas regarding themes of this novel to the school or the community. The students decided to create a film that exhibits the novel’s themes. Students selected a theme and worked in groups of two assigning roles to each other according to strengths. They wrote, directed, filmed, and help in the editing process of their scenes. The themes of the film are: relationships, love, friendship, identity, the symbol of travel, and how to live happily. After students created their own filmed thematic excerpt, the groups convened and combined the video clips to create a film of approximately five minutes in duration. They also worked on a creative mural that illustrates the message of the novel and shows few quotations extracted from the book “Monsieur Ibrahim et Les Fleurs du Coran” 








