2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Good Source of Information

Target Grade/Subject: 8th Grade/English

Length: 150 minutes

 

Summary: After discussing and determining the differences between primary and secondary sources, students analyze different sources related to the Hindenburg crash using a source chart, as well as an additional source that the students research in class.  Students then create their own anonymous primary sources and upload them to SchoolSpace.  These primary sources are randomly distributed amongst the class and the students attempt to identify the sources’ creators. 
 

Essential question: How do experiences influence perspective?  
Students are able to answer this question after analyzing the different primary and secondary sources about the Hindenburg.  Students are able to understand how a first-hand account of an event can influence a person’s perspective in a considerably profound manner as opposed to someone gaining information about an event through a secondary source. 
 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: In preparation for this lesson, I created a Discussion Forum and a Drop Box in SchoolSpace, uploaded four sources about the Hindenburg, as well as the other documents that were used.  Previous to this lesson, we reviewed the Online Resource Evaluation document I created to help students evaluate the reliability of an online source.  

 After a classroom discussion about the differences between primary and secondary sources, students utilized SchoolSpace to complete the Primary & Secondary Sources Chart.  I instructed the students to use the chart to analyze the four sources regarding the Hindenburg crash.  The Hindenburg sources provided to the students were 1) a press badge, 2) a newspaper cover page from 1937, 3) film footage with a voice-over from an eye-witness reporter, Herb Morrison, 4) an excerpt from a book about hydrogen.  Students reviewed internet research techniques (which were taught earlier in the year) and then used a search engine or database to research an additional primary or secondary source about this event, and analyzed it using the last column of the chart.  Students uploaded their additional source to a SchoolSpace Discussion Forum.  Then using ActivEngage, I instructed the students to vote on whether they thought the source was primary or secondary. This led to a discussion where students explained and justified their opinions. 
For homework, students created their own digital primary source (diary entry, letter, photograph, video footage, recording, etc.) about their life outside of school and kept their sources anonymous by not using their names or images of themselves.  Students uploaded their primary source to the SchoolSpace Drop Box (I changed the settings of the Drop Box so the students could see their classmates’ sources, but not the names).  The next day during class, the primary sources were randomly distributed to other classmates.  Students used the guide questions on the chart to analyze their classmate’s primary sources and determine their identities.
Students then completed the reflection questions located beneath the chart.  Differentiation for students identified as gifted in Language Arts was provided by giving students a different option for the reflection question.

Finally, students uploaded the chart to the Drop Box for assessment.  Because this assignment was assessed as a completion grade, a rubric was not developed.
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

Categories:
Research and Information Fluency: Ideal/Target (7) – As part of the Research strand in the Henrico County Curriculum Framework, students are expected to understand the differences between primary and secondary sources, as well as evaluate information from these sources.  Students are able to meet this goal through the evaluation of the Hindenburg sources, as well as being engaged in independent research for an additional source using information fluency.  Students synthesize the information that they learn about sources to create their own primary source which is then shared with the class.  In this lesson, the students use a Discussion Forum and ActivEngage to interact with each other while evaluating their additional sources.  A Drop Box is also used for the students to display and interact with the student created primary sources. These tools allow students to analyze their classmates’ products and determine their identities. This task is an example of an authentic assessment, as analyzing primary documents is a skill that students will use throughout their entire lives. 
Communication and Collaboration: Approaching (4) – Through the use of ActivEngage polling sessions and SchoolSpace Discussion Forums, the students use digital tools to collaborate as a class/team and determine whether a source is primary or secondary. Collaboration and communication are not a particular focus of this lesson, but this strand could be strengthened by having the students collaborate in order to identify a source’s “owner” in the homework activity. 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Ideal/Target (7) – This lesson promoted critical thinking and problem solving through the analysis of primary and secondary sources, an authentic task that extended the students’ knowledge of the different sources and the skills necessary to identify them throughout their lives.  The students created primary documents using the most appropriate digital tools to address the authentic task of identifying the “owner” of that document. In order to complete this task, the students had to develop questions based on the created primary source document and justify their decisions based on the evidence in that primary source document. The reflection questions that were completed at the end of the lesson provided students with an opportunity to think about the uses of primary and secondary sources in their future research. Students were asked to reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of each type of document, and explain the different scenarios where the documents may be used.   

Creativity and Innovation: Ideal/Target (6) – The students use digital tools of their choice in order to create a primary document that helps to explain their particular life and personality. Students used a wide variety of tools to create these documents, including Windows Moviemaker, digital cameras, and word-processing programs. Using these student-created documents, the students analyze information and make predictions as to which primary document belongs to which student. 
