Good Source of Information
Primary & Secondary Sources Guide

Use the guide questions below to help you determine if a source is considered primary or secondary. 
	


Primary Source - an original document or a firsthand or eyewitness account of an event

Secondary Source - discusses information originally presented somewhere else.  Secondary sources provide analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of the original information.




	Question
	Source 1
	Source 2
	Source 3
	Source 4
	Additional Source

	Describe the type of source (letter, diary, record, photograph, map, etc.).
	Press Badge
	News Paper
	Video
	Excerpt from Report
	Image

	What is the date or time period of source?
	1937
	Thursday May, 6 1937
	May 6, 1937
	Unkown
	May 6, 1937

	Who is the author(s), if known?
	R. Rosendahl
	None
	None
	Joseph J Romm
	Unknown

	Describe the type of information found in this source (seasonal or daily activities, specific event, type of record, views or feelings).
	At a US Naval Station.  Lake Hurst NJ
	Specific event
	Specific Event
View: Horrific event
	Specific Event
View on what caused the accident
	Specific Event 

	Determine why this source was created by answering the questions below. 

· How was the author involved?  Was he/she a participant, observer, or other? Explain. 

· Was the author describing an eyewitness account, a secondhand account, a personal reaction, or other?  What clues are given?  If an event, how long between the event described and the recording of it? 

· Who was the intended audience?  Was it for the public, a specific group, a specific person, or personal?  How do you know?
	The author was the owner of the badge and he/she was a participant of the press.

The author was describing the badge necessary to get into the base. The clues are the writing on the badge.

None




The intended audience was the public to show what was necessary to get into the base. You can tell by process of elimination

	Reporter at the event

Second hand account 
He/she is reporting about the event from other peoples eyewitness accounts




Couple of hours



The public because it is a newspaper for everyone to read
	The author was an observer of the tragedy because he was commentating on the disaster.

Eyewitness account because he was talking about the disaster while it happened


No time in between

It was intended for everyone to inform the public of the disaster that occurred. You can tell because the author was commentating on a public event that took place.
	The author was only writing about what other scientists said about the accident and what the engineers who analyzed the disaster thought of it.

Author was describing a secondhand account since he is talking about someone else’s ideas about what caused the disaster.

The intended audience was for the public as this book can be read by anyone.
	Most probably an observer because he/she took the picture of the incident

Describing an eyewitness account because he/she took the picture during the event. Since it is a photograph it had to be taken during the event.
No time in between

The intended audience was anyone who enjoys history because this was a photo of the disaster

	What information can you gather from the source?  
	It is a press badge
	Killed many people
	The event was tragic and had many fires and deaths.
	Most engineers thought the disaster was caused by the highly flammable material that the outer shell was made of.
	Fires raged on the Hindenburg

	What facts are known about the author? Describe the author’s point of view. Was the author trying to influence someone or something? 
	Part of the press
None
He/she was trying to educate the public.
	He is a reporter
Reporters/Public point of view
Sad and Tragic
	The author is very sad and emotional when he speaks. He was trying to influence sorrow and pity to the passengers.
	The author’s name is Joseph Romm and he is probably interested in this disaster and what other people think of it because otherwise he would not be writing this. He most probably trying to tell the reader the highly flammable material caused it because he only mentions that theory.
	He/she is a photographer
None
Only thing he might influence would be the level of terror this event caused.


	What other sources might support the information in this source? 
	Other press badges or eye witness accounts.
	Encyclopedias
Eye witnesses 
Reporters
	Eye witnesses 
And other accounts of the Hindenburg disaster
	Most probably other scientists and engineers that studied this disaster.
	Other photos of this event

	What questions does this source raise for you? What, if any, information surprised you? Why? 
	Why was the press there? 
None
	What caused the disaster?
There were only a 100 people on something that big
	Does this mean the end of zeppelin travel?
The metal on the zeppelin disintegrated.
	What other theories are there about this disaster?
Nothing really surprised me except when watching videos of this the shell disintegrated.
	How many people died in the incident?
None

	Do you believe this is a primary or secondary source?  Explain your reasoning.
	Primary because the badge was actually there during the time period
	Secondary written after the event
	Primary source because the video and commentary actually took place when the event was happening.
	Secondary source because this is an excerpt from a book written after the event.
	Primary





Additional Research:
Using a search engine or database, find another primary or secondary source about this event in history and analyze it using the chart above.  What new details did you discover?  How do you know if your source is reliable and accurate?  
· Upload the new source (or a link) you found to the Schoolspace Discussion Forum.  
· Describe the source, but do not identify it as a primary or secondary source.


Homework:
Create your own digital primary source (diary entry, letter, photograph, video footage, recording, etc.) about your life outside of school.  Keep your source anonymous (do not use your name or a picture of yourself).  Upload your primary source to the SchoolSpace Drop Box.  Tomorrow during class, it will be randomly distributed to another classmate.  You will use the guide questions above to analyze your classmate’s primary source and determine his/her identity.





Reflection Questions: 
Responses must be written in paragraph form.  
Students identified as Gifted in English/Language Arts should complete #2.  All other students should complete #1.

1. What did you learn by analyzing the different sources?  Describe when you would want to use primary versus secondary sources?

In all the primary sources more emotion was showed in sad events because people could not hide the emotions at a moment’s notice, but in secondary sources people contained their emotion and wrote more factual and informative. When trying to gain information secondary sources are better because they contain more factual rather than emotional information, but when trying to get the feel for the event primary sources are better because people can see what was actually going on during the event.




2. What type of primary source could replace Source 4 and still provide the same information?  What questions were these four sources not able to answer about this tragic event?  Describe the pros and cons of both primary and secondary sources. 



