2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Colonial Region Websites
Target Grade/Subject: 6th/Social Studies
Length: (total class minutes required to complete)
1 ½ classes
 

Summary: (Summarize your lesson in 250 words or less)
Students will be assigned groups and a colonial region.  Within their groups, they will divide the research into 5 categories:  Geography/Climate; Economy; Resources; Social Life; and Political Life.  I gave three options of locations to do research:  a reading about Colonial America, www.ushistory.org (for more advanced readers), and the textbook.  I told students that they were welcome to find another source; it just had to be approved (ex. No Wikipedia or Yahoo Answers).  After their research is finished, students will summarize their findings in one picture and caption.  Their picture must be cited using www.bibme.org.  Then, they will use Zapd, an app on the iPad, to create a website for their region as a group.  After all the websites are created, they will be reviewed as a class, students will make comments on the websites, and students learn information about the regions they did not research.
 

Essential questions:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  
· Why would anyone want to move to the New World?
· What characteristics about each region pulled people to move there?

· What challenges did people face in each region?  How did they adapt?

· How do the resources in the region impact the way of life there?

· How might the regions depend on one another to be successful?

 

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: (Describe what the teacher and students are doing during this lesson.  Include details about particular tasks and essential resources/tools.  Include a description of the artifact that you will collect as evidence of content/skill mastery and state how you will communicate your assessment expectations to the students.)
Teacher:  acquires iPads (an iPod Touch could work as well); organizes groups of students; assigns colonial regions—we did 6 groups of 4-5 students with 2 groups researching New England, 2 researching the Mid-Atlantic, and 2 researching the Southern; provides a starting point for research (both sources and guiding questions)—I provided 3 options for research, but gave students permission to go beyond as long as their site was approved; provides feedback on research—I monitored student groups, keeping them on track, helping them narrow their research to the most specific and important information; shows students how to cite sources using the tool www.bibme.org; demonstrates how to build a website on Zapd—I did a sample website on Westward Expansion, rather than on the colonies.  Zapd directions attached; Review websites for accuracy and lead class discussion about each colonial region.
Student:  determines who will research which topic in their group; uses resources to research their topic and answer the guiding questions; finds an image to represent their topic; summarizes their research in a caption for their picture; cites information/image source using www.bibme.org; builds Zapd website using the iPad; provides teacher with published link; reviews other sites made by classmates to learn about the region they did not research; makes comments on other sites; uses sites to build their notes about each colonial region.
During my demonstration to the class on how to use the iPad and Zapd app, I made it clear that I was looking for a minimum of 5 pictures, captions, and potentially 5 citations (depending on where they go their image).  The project directions attached also clearly explain the requirements.
The websites will be reviewed by me and by the students.  Students will have an opportunity to comment on their classmates’ websites—either by making a correction based on the research they did, or tell the group “Good Job!”   Students will use these websites to build their notes about colonial regions.  We will then review what was learned in class as a class discussion.  During the discussion, students can make adjustments to the notes they made by looking at the websites.
 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency:  This lesson falls into the approaching category for research and information fluency.  Students did their own research to find out about their region.  The students took their found research information and assembled and organized the information to create an authentic website for other students to use.
Communication and Collaboration:  This lesson is approaching for communication and collaboration.  Students had to work together in a group to create a website.  Also, by creating a website, they are communicating what they have learned with the outside community.  Then, students are able to go back to their classmates’ sites and communicate through making comments.  Students organized their own roles in their small groups for this project.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  This lesson is approaching because students worked to solve an open-ended task by creating a website that could be used by others to learn information about Colonial regions.  As a group, they demonstrated used good decision-making and problem-solving practices.
Creativity and Innovation:  This lesson is approaching for the creativity and innovation category because students are creating a website (major 21st century tool) of their own that will reach an audience beyond the classroom.

