Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
Teacher Name:  Jonathan Lauder
Collaborators: 

Lesson Title:  Meet the Monarchs
Target Grade/Subject:  World History II
Length: Two 46 minute class periods
Summary: 

Students will work collaboratively to organize and present a real world style TV game show called “Meet the Monarchs.”  Each student will be assigned a role in the show, roles include:  show hosts, monarchs we studied, and special guests of the show.  Students will have one class period to research and prepare for the show and a second class period to present the show.  After presenting students will create a real world style social networking “Facebook” page of their monarch.  Students will also write a brief summary & analysis of the show.
Essential questions or objectives:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  What are the concepts or skills that provide the purpose for this lesson? What standards does this lesson address? )

SOL:  WHII:  6b
Students should be able to define the following terms:  absolutism, divine right of kings, and balance of power.

Students should be able to list the major accomplishments of the key monarchs during the Age of Absolutism including Louis XIV, Peter the Great, Frederick the Great, and Maria Teresa.   

Students should be able to compare and contrast the rule of various monarchs during the seventeenth and eighteenth century. 
Resources:

Technology: 

Internet access for Research

Student Laptops

Promethean Board
Video Beam

SchoolSpace  Other Required Resources:
Facebook Template
Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks: 

1. Teacher will introduce the assignment to students and assign the students’ roles.  Every student will have a role ranging from being a monarch (ex:  Louis XIV, Peter the Great, Henry VIII, and so on), a show host (four to five hosts per class to divide up the work load), or a special historical character (anything from a Russian serf to Martin Luther to Jean Baptiste Colbert). 
2. Students will then spend the rest of the class period researching their role.  They can use various resources, including but not limited to their notes, the textbook, and the relevant Internet sites.  (If you talked to the students about how to properly research and find relevant Internet sites, add that to this and to the Research and Information Fluency section below.)The hosts will brainstorm questions to ask the “actors” and discuss how the show will be produced.  Initially the teacher will meet with the hosts to explain to them how important their role is and how the show will be successful if they are thorough and detailed in their planning and design.  The hosts need to create interesting and thought-provoking questions, they need to understand which monarchs are relevant to the other characters so they can encourage interaction between the actors, and they need to have a plan as to how they transition in and out of interviews. 

3. After teacher meets with the show hosts, the teacher should roam the room monitoring the students.  The teacher should ask probing and clarifying questions to determine if students are researching all relevant aspects of their role and help provide assistance for struggling students.  The teacher will also answer any questions students should have.

4. For homework students should finish researching their role and prepare any props that will be needed for the performance (if they wish).

5. Students will use the first ten minutes of the second class period to quickly review and assemble their materials.  Hosts will prepare the room for the presentation.  

6. The teacher will then allow the hosts to begin their production.  The hosts will guide the format of the show which includes the questions that were created for the monarchs and historical figures in the show.  The teacher should not step in offer assistance unless absolutely necessary and should remain separate from the activity.  At the end of the show, the teacher may ask students follow up and reflective questions if necessary to ensure learning.

7. For homework students will create a Facebook page of their monarch and will write a brief paper summarizing the show.  The paper should include:  1. A one to two paragraph summary on the role the student played in the presentation and an evaluation of how the student felt he or she performed in the show. 2. A one to two paragraph comparison of the absolute monarchs (note:  this is not based directly on the show but the figures themselves).  Students should seek to compare two or three specific monarchs and answer, what do the monarchs have in common?  How are they different?  3. Finally students should write a one paragraph assessment of the activity.  Students should analyze the activity as well as evaluate the performance.    
Evaluation Procedure:

Students will be assessed in three ways…
1. Students will be evaluated primarily on the information that they presented.  The student should demonstrate that he/she understood the major accomplishments and failures of his/her monarch and how the monarch related to the major themes of the time period.  Through their questioning, hosts should demonstrate their knowledge of each monarch and direct the “actors” so to provide evidence of their understanding as well.  Finally, students are expected to present professionally; and to seek to assume the role that they are given.  Costumes and accents are encouraged.  The teacher will explain the expectations for the activity and will provide a handout to students further explaining these expectations in SchoolSpace.  The presentation will be fifty percent of the students’ grade.
2. Secondly, students will create a Facebook page of their monarch (or historical person) they were assigned to play as well as a contemporary of their monarch.  The pages will be evaluated on how well they reflect basic information on the monarchs (including interesting facts), on whether students understand the relatives and contemporaries of said monarch, and on their creativity.  The Facebook page will be twenty percent of the student’s grade.
3. Finally, students will be evaluated upon their written conclusions of the activity.  The written assignment is designed to give students a chance to reflect on their performance in the activity and also to elaborate on their knowledge of the character.  Students should also seek to demonstrate understanding of the major themes of the unit by comparing two or three monarchs and comparing how they are alike and how they are different.  Finally students will evaluate the effectiveness of the assignment offering comments and suggestions.  The paper will be thirty percent of the student’s grades.
TIPC Assessment:

Research and Information Fluency:  
3 – Students will use multiple resources to review, assemble, and evaluate their knowledge of historical figures during the Age of Absolutism.
Students will apply the information they acquired from multiple resources to produce and design a real-world game show and social networking page.
Communication and Collaboration:  
3 – Using minimal teacher direction students will communicate and present their research and understanding of their subject matter in the form of a real-world TV production and a real-world social networking page. 
Working collaboratively, students will discover what is necessary to communicate relevant information in a format that imitates a real-world TV production and social networking page.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: 
2 - Students will use critical thinking and problem solving skills to answer unscripted and often open-ended questions about their person.
Using multiple resources, students will create questions to show evidence of what information is necessary to understanding.
Creativity and Innovation:  
4 – The lesson shows creativity as students are assuming the role of a monarch (or show host) and applying their knowledge to create the most appropriate way to share their knowledge to a specified audience. 
Students will create a TV game show model as a way to assess knowledge.

Students will create a social networking style page to show evidence of their knowledge.
