
 

Possible Tier I Tweaks: 
Every teacher has their own “bag of tricks.”  This list is meant to offer some possible interventions or 
accommodations for you to implement; however, feel free to be creative and use positive behavior tools that 
have been effective for you or others in the past! 
 
Seat Change- This can mean a seat closer to the front or removed from certain peers.  Preferential seat 
changes mean different things for each student. 
 
Study Carrel- Removable cardboard divider that can be placed on desk to limit distractions. 
 
Break Pass- Student can have a designated number of “break passes” each day to use to get up and move by 
either getting water or running an errand. 
 
Work Desk- Student can have a separate spot in the classroom to complete individual activities.  The spot 
should only have the necessary items for task completion available to them. 
 
Contingency Contract- A student/teacher agreement that if the student does _______ then they can earn 
____________ (possible incentives can include: positive phone call home, no homework, recess equipment 
manager, new pencils for the class, lunch with the teacher, etc). 
 
Designated Carpet Spot- An assigned area for carpet time.  This area should be marked in someway and 
explained to others in the classroom that this is a reserved spot. 
 
Teacher Secret Signal- Instead of verbally correcting a student the teacher will make a secret signal (such 
as touching her nose or pointing to a visual cue card on desk) to signal the need for a behavior change.  The 
student has 10 seconds to respond before the teacher will verbally correct. 
 
Timer- A timer is a useful tool that can be used in many ways.  The student can be in charge of setting the 
timer for the entire class to perform a certain task (ex. get into line).  The timer can also be an individual 
tool used to motivate on-task behavior.   
 
Behavior Chart (ex. sticker chart)- The student can have a grid system on their chart or somewhere visible 
to them.  Each time they perform a specific behavior they earn a sticker or X in the grid.  Once the grid is 
full they receive some type of recognition.  Never remove stickers from a chart and make sure that the 
student is aware of what behavior you are looking for.  Also, make sure that the goal is attainable in a short 
period of time 1-3 days (depending on age). 
 
Desk Check-List: This is a great tool for students who are struggling with daily routines such as the 
morning routine.  Providing the student with a specific check-list and making sure that they understand 
each of the tasks listed can be very effective. 
 
Behavior Lesson: Have the student meet with you and discuss the behavior they need to change.  Practice 
the skill (ex. lining up, writing down their homework, working quietly).  Have them complete a project such 
as making a poster to remind others of the rule or designing a test for peers on classroom expectations. 
 
Peer Buddy: Partner the student with someone that is a good role model to assist them each day in working 
towards their goal.  (For example: if they are working on staying organized their buddy could do a desk 
check each morning). 


