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Framework for Making Knowledge
Directions:  Fill out the chart, identifying, for your subject, the key features of each element described in the column on the left.  You can type right into the chart; it will expand to accommodate your typing. 

Science

	What is this area of knowledge? (Definition)
	Science is the study of the physical universe and all of its interactions.  


	What is the purpose of this area of knowledge? (What does it tell us about the world and how can we apply it? If we can’t, what it is good for?)

	The purpose of this knowledge is to study both biotic and abiotic factors to gain a better understanding of ourselves as well as our surroundings, and how everything works at its most fundamental levels. 


	How do we make knowledge in this area? (Methods. What do we do? Make equations, artwork, do experiments? What is it?)
	A foundation of scientific knowledge is centered around a basic human curiosity, critical thinking, and problem solving.  


	What are the ways of knowing that contribute most to this area of knowledge?  How?(Reason, Empiricism, Emotion, Language, Intuition, Faith?)


	Sensory perception, reason, and language are the ways of knowing that contribute the most to Science.

	What are the barriers to Certainty? What problems must we must overcome in order to achieve the purpose?


	There is no certainty in Science; it is ever changing due to technology and the collaborative efforts of scientists around the world.  There is however, a belief that through concerted efforts scientific knowledge will grow and science will be propelled to the next level.  

	What values underlie the desire to seek knowledge in this area? What values do we apply to these processes? (Are there rules we have to follow? A system?)

	Human curiosity and the desire to increase our lifespans, make our lives better and easier, and ultimately to understand the world at large. Scientists apply intuitive, the scientific method, which enables scientists to work collaboratively.


	What is the origin and/or history of the area of knowledge? 


	Scientific thought begins in infancy.  It ultimately began with the first question posed and experimented upon and continues until the world stifles our natural curiosities. 

	Who uses this area of knowledge? How? Why?

	All of the world’s citizens Science in their daily lives to answer the most basic to the most in-depth questions.

	Is the content in this area of knowledge discovered or invented (or both)?


	Science is an intertwined path of discovery and invention. Scientists use the scientific method to uncover answers that are usually not expected.  These discoveries lead to more knowledge and a wonderful journey in the exploration of the unknown.

	What are the important sources of information for answering the questions and achieving the purpose in this area of knowledge?


	Observations of the natural world and collaborations with other scientists are imperative sources of information.

	What is the relationship between this area of knowledge and reality?

	Through the discovery of knowledge, science is redefining the realms of reality.


	What is the relationship between this area of knowledge and other areas of knowledge?


	All of the disciplines are intertwined with the various disciplines of science.  Each relying on the others to be fully effective.
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