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Framework for Making Knowledge
Directions:  Fill out the chart, identifying, for your subject, the key features of each element described in the column on the left.  You can type right into the chart; it will expand to accommodate your typing. 

	What is this area of knowledge? (Definition)
	Language A: Literature, Critical Reading Comprehension, and Analytical Writing 


	What is the purpose of this area of knowledge? (What does it tell us about the world and how can we apply it? If we can’t, what it is good for?)

	The purpose of this area of knowledge is to engage and interpret texts, and to persuasively communicate and support ideas through evidence.


	How do we make knowledge in this area? (Methods. What do we do? Make equations, artwork, do experiments? What is it?)
	The teacher proposes open-ended questions. 


	What are the ways of knowing that contribute most to this area of knowledge?  How? (Reason, Empiricism, Emotion, Language, Intuition, Faith?)


	Depending on the text and the driving question(s), any one of these ways of knowing can come into play.  

	What are the barriers to Certainty? What problems must we must overcome in order to achieve the purpose?


	Limited life experience, adolescent growth and development, environmental influences and individual beliefs are all barriers to Certainty.  

	What values underline the desire to seek knowledge in this area? What values do we apply to these processes? (Are there rules we have to follow? A system?)

	Ideas and claims must be justified through concrete evidence. 


	What is the origin and/or history of the area of knowledge? 


	The origin and/or history of the area of knowledge come from the need to communicate and interact.  Language records historical movements.  

	Who uses this area of knowledge? How? Why?

	Language is taught to those who want to communicate and interact with others.  

	Is the content in this area of knowledge discovered or invented (or both)?


	Language is both discovered and invented.  There are languages variances, but as language is developed, additional ways to commutate are formed.  


	What are the important sources of information for answering the questions and achieving the purpose in this area of knowledge?


	Both primary and secondary texts are important sources of information.  In addition, personal experiences, and linguistic communities are also sources of information.  

	What is the relationship between this area of knowledge and reality?

	Language defines reality.


	What is the relationship between this area of knowledge and other areas of knowledge?


	Language is required to understand and interpret other areas.  
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