
 
Virtual Guidelines for CFA Portfolio Auditions for VISUAL ARTS   
  
1. If you are taking an art class, most of your work ideally should be from that class-but if you are not-
bring things you have done on your own. 
  
2. You must have at least 8 2-dimensional pieces.  
  
*Two of them must include drawings from life (not your imagination or copies of pictures).  
  
*Other work can be from pictures or your imagination, but should demonstrate your best 
craftsmanship.  
  
*Try to include a variety of work including painting, drawing, printmaking, and collage. 
  
*Try to include a variety of subject matter (for example: portraits, landscapes, still-life, design, abstract 
work) 
  
*If you have an example of 3-dimensional art it can replace one of the 8 two dimensional pieces. 
 
Please choose art pieces that represent you as an artist and what you like to do and are good at-but also 
demonstrate your willingness to try new things. We would really like to see a life drawing.  To practice, 
do a contour drawing (just the outlines) of a set of objects arranged in on a table.   Give yourself about 
an hour or so to draw what you see-try to work with your whole paper (if you can use a piece of paper 
larger than sketchbook-that would be great-but if not-sketchbook size is fine) and try to have some of 
your lines touch the edges of your page. Include details and work to make the composition interesting.  
 
What you can expect when you come to your virtual audition: you will wait in a Teams waiting room and 
we will admit you when it is your turn to audition.  You will meet with two adjudicators and show your 
prepared audition in a private session. 
 
For further information on audition preparation watch the video explaining the process located on the 
CFA website.  
 
Thanks! –Ms. Dowdy and Ms. Scurlock 
gpdowdy@henrico.k12.va.us 
mascurlo@henrioc.k12.va.us 
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