
June 15, 2017 CFA Newsletter Senior Edition 
 
Dear CFA Students and Parents, 
 
In anticipation of tonight’s HHS graduation, it is time for us to bid farewell to our graduating 
CFA seniors!  Although we are sad to see our seniors leave us, we are so proud of them and we 
wish them nothing but the best as they move forward with their education, their passions and 
their dreams!  Congratulations again to our seniors for their many accomplishments, awards, 
scholarships and fellowships (we know this list may be incomplete since our students are 
constantly doing wonderful things and earning additional accolades!) and for their college 
and career plans!  Best of luck from the entire CFA Warrior Nation Family as you begin this 
next phase of your journeys! 
 
Seniors, please do keep in touch with your CFA friends and families, and please 
consider joining the FCFA Alumni Association – see information below.  Please let us 
know of your successes as you navigate your individual paths, and come back and visit us 
often!   We hope to see you at future Showcases! 
 

For those of you who like statistics, here are some numbers for you: 
 

49 is the number of seniors from the list below who are attending college or other institutions 
of higher learning upon graduation from HHS! 

 
22 (nearly half!) is the number of seniors from the list below who have declared a major or 

minor in their arts specialization (or closely related field)! 
 

There are over 20 different colleges our seniors will be attending, with many of our seniors 
attending colleges here in Virginia! 

 
 

Congratulations class of 2017 – we are so proud of you!  
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CFA Seniors 2016-2017  
 

CFA DANCE 
 

Amani Holloway will be attending Morehouse College to study Theatre and Dance upon graduating from CFA.  Justin 

was awarded a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Dance.  Amani strives to become a professional performer.    
 

Briana Jackson was accepted at UNC-Greensboro, East Carolina University and Point Park University.  She will be 

attending JMU in the fall as a Dance major and will be working toward licensure to teach dance in a public school.   
 

Megan Mauro was accepted at the University of Richmond, GMU (where she was awarded $12,000 GMU Merit 

Scholarship), Emory University and VCU.  Megan will be attending Duke University in the fall to pursue a double major in 
Dance and Science, funded by a $35,000 scholarship her first year.  She was also awarded $50,000 in financial aid from 
Duke.  Megan was awarded a Warrior Achievement Award, as she is graduating with the highest GPA in the CFA and is the 
top 20 at HHS.  Megan was also awarded a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Dance and the CFA Brad Boynton 
Award for Excellence in the Arts in Dance. 
 

Vanessa McClendon was accepted at Shaw University, Bowie State University, Coppin State University and 

NCCU.  She will be attending Norfolk State University in the fall on a $5,000 scholarship (per year) as a Clinical Psychology 
major.        
 

Jessica O’Neil was accepted at Longwood University and GMU.  Jessica will be attending JMU in the fall and plans to 

pursue a career in the health or medical field.  She awarded a $1000 scholarship from the Chesterfield Puritan Club.       
 

Amiah Parker was accepted at Old Dominion University and GMU.  She will be attending North Carolina State 

University in the fall as a Criminology major.         
 

Nina Thompson was accepted to JMU and ODU.  Nina will be attending Old Dominion University in the fall as a 

Physical Therapy major and she plans to continue to dance.       

 
Emily Tuck was accepted to the College of William and Mary, JMU and VCU.  She will be attending Shenandoah 

Conservatory with a major in Psychology and a minor in Dance, funded by a $56,000 academic scholarship for four 
years.  Emily plans to become an occupational therapist and wants to open a dance studio for special needs children and 
adults.     
 

Idalis Weaver was accepted to GMU and will be attending VCU in the fall as a Computer Science major.  Idalis was 

awarded a $14,000 scholarship for her freshman year.         
 

Taylor Webb-Rosado was accepted at Norfolk State University, Hampton University, VUU, Radford University and 

ODU.  She will be attending VCU in the fall as a Biology/Pre-physical therapy major.  She would like to pursue a career a 
physical therapist.     
 

Ayana Williams has enlisted in the U.S. Air Force after graduation, where she plans to train as a doctor.     

 



 
 

CFA Musical Theatre 
 

 
Drew Atkins will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall with an undecided major.   

 

Bella-Sky Batty was accepted to Hofstra University, Adelphi University, Marymount College, and the University of 

Mary Washington.  She will be attending VCU in the fall as a Psychology major with a focus in pre-med.  Bella-Sky is pursuing 
a career as a pediatric oncologist.   
 

Lauren Hembree was accepted to the College of William and Mary, Roanoke College, Norfolk State University and 

VCU.  She will be attending ODU in the fall, double majoring in Political Science and Criminal Justice, and minoring in 
Business.  Lauren was awarded a $2000 Crown Scholarship and a Presidential full scholarship.  Lauren is planning a career in 
politics.         

 
Raven Humphries was accepted to AMDA in New York City and to Old Dominion University.  Raven will be attending 

ODU in the fall as a Theatre major with a concentration in dance and a minor in Vocal Performance.  She was awarded a 
$1000 Crown Scholarship; a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Musical Theatre; and a $1000 Henrico High School 
“Building the Dream” Scholarship.  Raven wants to be a performer and hopes to perform on Broadway! 

 

Kerensa Lilly was accepted to Adelphi University, Hofstra University, Pace University, the University of Mary 

Washington and CNU.  She will be attending VCU in the fall, still undecided on a major but possibly Biology.  After getting her 
Bachelor’s degree, Kerensa plans on attending medical school and becoming a dermatologist.  
 

Sofia Malin was accepted to American University, CU Boulder, VCU, Randolph Macon College and High Point 

University.  Sophia will be attending UNC Greensboro in the fall, with a major in Theatre and a minor in piano.       
 

Alyssa Shuster will be studying Comedy Writing and Performance at Columbia College of Chicago.  Alyssa was awarded 

an Academic Portfolio Scholarship worth $13,500 per year; and she was awarded a $750  FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship 
for Musical Theatre.  She was also awarded the CFA Brad Boynton Award for Excellence in the Arts in Musical Theatre.  Alyssa 
hopes to appear on Saturday Night Live someday! 
 

Tamara Washington was accepted to GMU and JMU.  Tamara will be attending Longwood University as a 

Psychology major.  She plans a career as a Life Coach and Psychologist.    
 

 
 
 
 

 

CFA Theatre 
 



Egan Alsheskie was accepted at Seton Hall University, SCAD and Howard University.  Egan will be attending VCU in the 

fall as a Cinema/Film major.  He was awarded $3900 from Grant Virginia and a $3000 Academic Achievement Grant.  Egan 
would like to work in the Hollywood film industry after college.    
 

De’Jhane Berkley was accepted at Shenandoah University and Radford University.  She will be attending Reynolds 

Community College in the fall as a Biology/pre-med major.  De’Jhane would like to become a pediatric surgeon and also 
create a non-profit arts-infused after school program.  
 

Mary Bridgman will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall with an undecided major.       
 

Liz Deibel was accepted at GMU and VCU, and she will be attending VCU in the fall, majoring in Forensic Biology and 

Psychology.  She was awarded a Dean’s Scholarship worth $7,000.  Liz was awarded a $1500 FCFA Lee G. Hanchey 
Scholarship.  Liz wants to work as a Forensic Scientist and as an ASL Interpreter.        
 

Chandler Eckel will be attending Reynolds Community College as a Theatre and Education major.  He plans to work as 

a professional actor before becoming a teacher. 
 

Zoe Flippen will be attending Longwood University as a Theatre Education major.  She received a $400 

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Scholarship as well as a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Theatre.  She was also awarded 
the CFA Brad Boynton Award for Excellence in the Arts in Theatre. 
 

Elijah Jackson was accepted to ODU and will be attending Hampton University in the fall of 2016 as a Psychology 

major.  He was awarded a Room Scholarship worth $5500 and a VTAG Award worth $3200.  Elijah plans a career as a 
Therapist.     
 

India Jones will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall with an undecided major.  
 

Sarah Kingsley was accepted to VCU and Marymount University.  She will be attending DePaul University in the fall 

with an undecided major.  Sarah was awarded a Presidential Scholarship worth $20,000 per year.     
 

Stanley Lundberg will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall with and undecided major. 
 

Gray Mewborn will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall as a Theatre/Technology major.  She plans to 

become a Theatre teacher. 
 

Benjamin Frazier Nachman was accepted to Radford University.  He will be attending VCU in the fall with an 

undeclared major.  Benjamin was awarded a $3900 CA Grant Virginia Award as well as a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area 
Scholarship for Theatre.  He wants a career that affords him the opportunity to help people or a career in environmental 
science. 
 

Mykell Pleasant was accepted at Hampton University, Longwood University, WVSU and Radford University.  She will 

be attending GMU in the fall as a Structural Engineering major with a minor in Theatre Management.  Mykell was awarded a 
$1500 scholarship and she plans to build her own theatre someday.   
  

Veronica Will was accepted to Savannah College of Art and Design, Regent University and Longwood University.  She 

will be attending GMU as a Theatre major with a minor in Film and Video Studies.  Veronica hopes for a career in the theatre.   
  

 



 

 

CFA Visual Art 

 
 
Morgan Brette was accepted to GMU and will be attending VCU in the fall as a Business Management/Administration 

major.  Morgan would like to work as a freelance artist.     

 
Joshua Bynum will be taking a gap year and plans on entering the work force.        

 

Emani Carter was accepted to VCU, Virginia Union University, Virginia Tech, Bridgewater College and Longwood 

University.  She will be attending Stevenson University in the fall as a Visual Communications Design major.  She was awarded 
a $25,000 scholarship.  After college, Emani would like to work as a photographer or have a career in communications. 
 

Kourtney Chiles was accepted to VCU, Keystone College, Seton Hall University and Marymount University.  Kourtney 

will be attending the University of Mary Washington in the fall, possibly as a psychology and criminal science 
major.  Kourtney would like to travel after college.         
 

Yazmine Dearing was accepted to the New School (New York), School of Visual Arts (New York) and Temple 

University.  She will be attending VCU in the fall as an Arts Foundation major.  After college, Yazmine plans on a career in the 
arts.  
 

Olivia Dunham was accepted to Hollins University and VCU Arts.  She will be attending Virginia Tech in the fall as an 

Animal and Poultry Science (Pre-Vet) major.  Olivia plans to become a livestock veterinarian.     
 

Emmanuelle Garcia was accepted to VCU, GMU, Moore College of Art and Design, Temple University, Cleveland 

Institute of Art and Sweet Briar College.  Emmy will be attending JMU in the fall as a Studio Art and Anthropology 
major.  Emmy earned a JMU Arts Scholarship worth $5195 per year as well as a Federal Grant worth $9698 per year.  In 
addition, Emmy was the recipient of a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Visual Arts.  She was also awarded the CFA 
Brad Boynton Award for Excellence in the Arts in Visual Arts.  Emmy would like to work as a freelance artist and museum 
curator. 
 

Grayson Gigante was accepted to Mary Washington University, SCAD and GMU.  Grayson will be attending VCU in 

the fall as Kinetic Imaging major, and was awarded a Dean’s Scholarship worth $7000 per year.  Grayson is preparing for a 
career in the art and animation industry.     
 

Marissa Johnson  was accepted to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Ringling College of Art and Design, 

VCU, Lincoln University, Caflin University and Hampton University.  Marissa will be attending the Savannah College of Art and 
Design in the fall as an Illustration major.  Marissa was awarded a SCAD Honors Scholarship (worth $9000) and SCAD 
Achievement Honor Scholarship (worth $5000) per year.  Marissa would like to work as a freelance artist.      
 

Madison McDonnell was accepted to MICA and she will be attending Reynolds Community College in the fall as a 

Horticulture major.  After college, Madison would like to work as a gardener or a ceramicist.   
 

Erin Moore will be attending Longwood University in the fall as a Criminal Justice major.        



 

Ennis Morrissey was accepted to Temple University and will be attending VCU in the fall as a Crafts and Material 

Studies and International Relations double major.  Ennis was awarded a Temple Academic Scholarship worth $18,000 per 
year; a VCU Provost Scholarship worth $10,000 per year; and a $750 FCFA Curriculum Area Scholarship for Visual Arts.  Ennis 
would like to become a politician, writer, production designer and artist after college. 
 

Renessa Rabenda  was accepted to VCU, the College of William and Mary and Temple University.  Renessa will be 

attending VCU in the fall as an Art History major.  Renessa was awarded a $2000 Lisanby Scholarship, a $2500 VACU-Virginia 
Credit Union Scholarship, and a $1000 Sorority Upsilon Omega Chapter Scholarship.  After college, Renessa plans to attend 
graduate school and to become an Art Director.      
 

Rose Rea was accepted to Pratt Institute and will be attending VCU in the fall as an English major.  Rose received an 

Academic Scholarship worth $8000 per year.  Rose plans to attend graduate school after college and wants a career in 
writing, publishing, museum work or library sciences.      
 

Nick Rice  was accepted to Longwood University and will be attending VCU in the fall as an Education major.  Nick would 

like to become a college professor or financial planner.      
 

Jajsani Roane  was accepted to Rhode Island School of Design, VCU, Cornell University, SCAD and Howard 

University.  Jajsani will be attending the University of Richmond in the fall as an Architecture and Environmental Science 
double major.  She received a Richmond Promise Scholarship worth $64,890 and she was the recipient of the FCFA Gorman 
Award (a $500 award) for 2016-2017.  Jajsani would like to become a leading architect and environmental scientist.      
 

Amber Thornton  was accepted to VCU and will be attending Maryland Institute College of Art in the fall as an Art 

History major.  Amber was awarded three scholarships in the amount of $16,500.          
 

Camille Varner  was accepted to GMU, JMU and Sweet Briar College.  Camille will be attending VCU in the fall as a 

Psychology major.  Camille would like to pursue a career as an Art Therapist.     
 

************************************************************************************* 

Dear cherished CFA Alumnus/a –  

As a current Board Member of the FCFA, I’m inviting you to join the newly created CFA Alumni Association* group 
on Facebook.  It is open to all graduates and attendees of the CFA.  

Why have a CFA Alumni Association group?  The purpose of the Association is to promote positive, active 
relationships among CFA alumni and the larger CFA community in support of the school’s educational 
mission.  This is YOUR forum to network among classmates for recruiting and crowdfunding opportunities, to shout 
out to one another with exciting news and congratulations, and to socialize and just plain stay in touch. You are 
members of a select, 27-year-old group of students and it’s time to bring your experiences together.  There are so 
many fascinating developments and accomplishments from within our own CFA family that we want to facilitate 
sharing and supporting among its membership.  Who best to give advice or lend a hand than a fellow alum you 
know has had training and education in which you trust?  What better way to elevate the perception and value of a 
diploma from the CFA than to shine a spotlight on the successes beyond its walls of those who have attended? 



To connect with old friends and network with new ones, please click this link and join today! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cfaalumniassociation/.   Please share the link with your classmates and 
encourage them to share, and so on and so forth, to build the online community. 

The intent is for you, the alumni, to provide the content – consider it a blank canvas!  The guidelines are it should 
be positive and relevant.  The Friends of the CFA will also post now and then to keep you aware of news about the 
center as well as upcoming school-related events you might enjoy.  If you have ideas for content from the CFA 
itself, please post them in the discussion feed. 

Thanks…and welcome! 

Anja Thomas, FCFA Board Member and Alumni Membership Coordinator 

friendsofcfa@gmail.com 

* Unlike larger institutions, the CFA Alumni Association is NOT an office of the school itself. The Association is comprised of all former and 
current students of the CFA but has no formal organization at this time, therefore the Friends of the Center for the Arts, a Board 
comprised of volunteer officers of current parents, is managing the Facebook group to keep alumni engaged as a part of their total CFA 
experience. 

 ****************************************************************** 

On behalf of the entire CFA faculty and staff, we would like to congratulate our 
seniors for reaching this milestone achievement of high school graduation!   
We are so proud of you! 
 
With best wishes, 
Dr. P and the entire CFA Warrior Nation Family 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cfaalumniassociation/
mailto:friendsofcfa@gmail.com

