Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: SP Trekkers


Target Grade/Subject: 5th Grade Social Studies / Language Arts

Length: 180 minutes

 

Summary: 
In the course of their Virginia Studies in fourth grade and their study of Henrico County in fifth-grade, students were familiar with both the Virginia Trekkers and Henrico Trekkers web sites and videos. While learning about Henrico County Public Schools, students delved into the unique history of their own school by reading and synthesizing information from a 30 year old publication written for adults as well as “interviewing” a citizen who was a student at the school in the 1950s. Students then took this information and produced short video clips to disseminate the information learned about the history of their school to the public beyond their classroom.
 

Essential questions:  (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  

What can we learn about the history? 

What can we learn from history? 

How were things different in the past than they are today?  
 

Lesson Development:

Students worked in small groups to read portions of a book on the history of our school. (PDF of book included) The students collaborated to read the selections and then to synthesize and analyze which information was the most interesting or important from their section of reading. This required students to formulate their opinions, express them effectively as well as justify them convincingly to fellow group members, and to persuade fellow group members. Students had to listen to one another’s opinions and justifications and work collaboratively and cooperatively in the decision making process of selecting which information they were going to share and how they were going to share it. The teacher monitored group dynamics, answered questions about passages in the reference/resource book they were using, and asked questions to guide student thinking.
Concurrently, the classroom teacher met a man (grandfather of a current kindergartener) who attended the school decades earlier and was willing to come talk to students. He wished to have questions given to him ahead of time, so he could stir up his memory and have some specific things to share when he came in. Agreeing to accommodate our guest’s request, the classes brainstormed their “interview” questions for him, and the teacher consolidated them and sent them to him in advance via e-mail. He was kind enough to agree to speak to all the fifth-grade classes, and he preferred to speak to them all together rather than one class or one small group at a time, which we were also happy to accommodate.

Then students wrote a storyboard / script for a short video on their segment of the school’s history. (Graphic organizer included.) In implementing the lesson, most groups quickly moved from writing their scripts on the graphic organizer provided to writing them on their own paper to typing them in a word processing file on the computer because the space on the graphic organizer was limited and word processing made more sense when it came to revising and editing the scripts. The teacher asked questions to guide student thinking and assisted in revising and editing if needed.
After they revised, edited, and rehearsed these scripts, the ITRT accompanied the small groups to student-selected locations on the school grounds pertinent to their portion of the history of the school for filming. Next, the ITRT taught a handful of “experts” in each class how to use i-movie to edit their videos and make introductory text, credits, etc. When students completed the editing of their videos, the teacher uploaded them to Vimeo and provided access to them on a “SP Trekkers” page on her blog to share with parents, other students, and the public. 

 

TIP Chart Assessment:
Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Research and information fluency were not the focus of this lesson. Students did, however, apply research skills when reading, synthesizing, evaluating, and organizing the information from the source provided and when constructing interview questions. 
Communication and Collaboration: Ideal/Target  While the students worked in teacher-selected groups, they were not assigned specific roles/jobs. Students had to communicated effectively with one another by reading, listening, sharing ideas, listening to the ideas of others, and working cooperatively to analyze and decide which information they wanted to share. Then, they had to synthesize the information into their own thoughts and words in order to make it interesting and understandable to the public, including primary elementary students. After uploading the videos, students were able to view their own final products and those of others and were then able to reflect on their effectiveness as communicators and collaborators. Students not only contributed information to the outside world on our blog, they also brought in and incorporated information from the outside world in with our guest speaker.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Ideal/Target  Students had to justify their opinions and reasoning with the members of their group as part of the process of coming to consensus on what to share. Students were completing an authentic task of assimilating and presenting information on the history of their own school. When they viewed their own final products in relation to others they had an opportunity to reflect on their own roles and evaluate their own success.
Creativity and Innovation:  Approaching Students created meaningful, original work within the assigned parameters. Students also synthesized existing information to create a new product (video) within assigned parameters.
