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Saving American Democracy One Rabid, Genetically-Enhanced Freak at a Time!

The year is 2076 and a time machine has been invented! The executives of CBS, in order to fill the world with “intelligent television programming,” have decided to use this time machine in order to create the ULTIMATE REALITY SHOW COMPETITION…. The Presidential Hunger Games!!!!  Because American democracy in the year 2076 has turned into one long screaming match playing 25 hours a day (there’s an extra hour to the day in 2076… a regrettable change that occurred during Miley Cyrus’ presidency from 2030-2034) on Fox News and MSNBC.  The winner of the Presidential Hunger Games will also become the NEW (OLD) PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES!!!  Who needs elections anyway???

	For season 1, they have brought to the future the first five presidents of the United States and, in the style of the famous books, are going to allow Americans to support their favorite participant with gifts of food, medicine, weapons, and other useful products as all five fight to the death for the right to be the new (old) president.   Your group has been hired by ___________________________________ to help convince the American public to support him in the long, grueling competition that he has in store.  How will you do this you ask? By convincing the public not only that your guy is the BEST but by convincing them that the other guys are JUST THE WORST!!!


Instructions

Here’s how you will do it:

1) Create a campaign commercial like the ones we just saw that would help your individual get elected to office. Think about the following as you complete your research and create your commercial:

2) What has your individual already done for the country? What legacy have they already left? (This should involve more information and research behind the bare minimum listed above)

3) Why will your President be the best fit for today’s world? Think about how your individual would respond to recent current events, problems, and crises given how he reacted to these in his first presidency.

4) Why would the other 4 Presidents not be suited for office? Consider their history as President AND how they would interact in today’s world.

5) In order to complete this assignment effectively, students will need to complete research not only on the accomplishments and legacy of their assigned President, but “dig up dirt” on ONE OF the other Presidents as well.



Presidential Hunger Games - Rubric
	
	4: Ideal/Target
	3: Approaching
	2: Developing
	1: Entry

	Research Organizer

(Double Weight)
	The students thoroughly researched ALL topics for their President and their President’s rival. 

ALL research is accompanied with citations and or/links to credible and/or authoritative sources. 
	The students thoroughly researched MOST topics for their President and their President’s rival. 

MOST research is accompanied with citations and or/links to credible and/or authoritative sources.
	The students thoroughly researched SOME topics for their President and their President’s rival. 

SOME research is accompanied with citations and or/links to credible and/or authoritative sources.
	The students thoroughly researched FEW topics for their President and their President’s rival. 

FEW research is accompanied with citations and or/links to credible and/or authoritative sources.

	Quality of Commercial

(Double Weight)
	The students final product goes above and beyond expectations and shows an extraordinary understanding of the following commercial criteria:

1. Clarity of message
1. Evidence to support to message using BOTH Presidents
1. Appropriate length
1. Appropriate use of visuals
1. Appropriate use of audio/music
	The students final product goes above and beyond expectations and shows an acceptable understanding of the following commercial criteria:

1. Clarity of message
1. Evidence to support to message using BOTH Presidents
1. Appropriate length
1. Appropriate use of visuals
1. Appropriate use of audio/music
	The students final product meets expectations and shows an acceptable understanding of the following commercial criteria:

1. Clarity of message
1. Evidence to support to message using BOTH Presidents
1. Appropriate length
1. Appropriate use of visuals
1. Appropriate use of audio/music
	The student’s final product seems rushed and does not show an acceptable understanding of the following commercial criteria:

1. Clarity of message
1. Evidence to support to message using BOTH Presidents
1. Appropriate length
1. Appropriate use of visuals
1. Appropriate use of audio/music

	Collaboration

(Individual Grade)
	The student completed ALL of the following:

1. Completed his/her portion of the research
1. Communicated and collaborated effectively with group members
1. Used time wisely
	The student completed MOST of the following:

1. Completed his/her portion of the research
1. Communicated and collaborated effectively with group members
1. Used time wisely
	The student completed SOME of the following:

1. Completed his/her portion of the research
1. Communicated and collaborated effectively with group members
1. Used time wisely
	The student completed FEW of the following:

1. Completed his/her portion of the research
1. Communicated and collaborated effectively with group members
1. Used time wisely



Total Points: _____ / 20		Final Grade:			Comments:
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