2013-2014 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 

Lesson Title: Historical Perspectives
Target Grade/Subject: 7th Grade US History (Could be adapted for various content areas)
Length: 180 Minutes
Summary: 
In this culminating lesson to a World War I unit, the students view and analyze three different types of sources from which one can learn history – primary documents, secondary documents, and pop culture or entertainment media. Students discuss and analyze one of each of these types of documents (Related to the same general theme – World War I) and then discuss how each type of source can impact how one learns and understands historical events. 

As an assessment of understanding, the students choose a historical event or individual and locate a pop culture or entertainment source that discusses that topic. Students research the historical topic referenced in their pop culture media piece and select a primary or secondary source dealing with the same topic.  The students write a blog post in which they compare and contrast these sources and discuss the pros and cons of learning history through each one. Based on their analysis of these sources and their classmates’ research and posts, the students explain how (or if) they believe pop culture should be used to teach and learn history.  

Essential questions:
· How should pop culture be used to teach and learn history?
· What are the pros and cons of various types of historical sources?
Lesson Development:

Beginning of the unit:

At the beginning of the World War I unit, the teacher briefly discusses the following questions with his/her class:

· What are some various types of documents/sources that we use to learn about history? 

· How are these types of sources similar?

· How are these types of sources different?

· Which type of media has the biggest impact on how you learn?

· Which type of media is most historically accurate?

· Why are there multiple interpretations of the same historical events?

After a brief discussion of these questions, the teacher explains to the students that they will be completing a lesson at the end of the unit that focuses more on these questions:
“As part of your assignment for the end of this unit, you will find a piece of pop-culture media (song, video, commercial, cartoon, etc.) that relates to a specific historical event, person, or time period. Be looking for these types of media as you go through your day, as they might help you with the final assignment.”

Throughout the World War I unit, the teacher exposes the students to a variety of different types of documents and sources (primary, secondary, and various forms of media). For each different type of source, the teacher facilitates a short discussion and asks the students to compare the source to the others that they used in the unit and reflect on how that particular type of source impacts how they understand history. 
Day 1:

5 Minutes: 

The students watch a video recitation of Wilfred Owen’s poem, “Dulce et Decorum Est.” The teacher facilitates a short discussion in which students review the source type, tone, theme, and purpose of the poem, as well as how the students believe the author feels about World War I. 

The students read this poem earlier in the unit when discussing trench warfare and World War I technology and thoroughly analyzed the poem at that time. 

15 Minutes: 

The students individually read an article on the remembrance of World War I, written by Michael Gove. The teacher shows the students how to use the Rewordify tool in order “reword” the document to an appropriate reading level. 
30 Minutes:

The students comment and respond to a blog post and answer the following questions regarding the poem and article: 
· Compare and contrast the two authors’ messages about World War I? Why do you believe the two viewpoints are similar and/or different? 
· In your opinion, which document provides the reader with the “more accurate” understanding of World War I? Explain.
· In your opinion, which document provides the reader with the “best” understanding of World War I? Explain.
· Why are there varying interpretations of history?

10 Minutes:
The students watch a video of an Epic Rap Battle between Michael Gove and “The War Poets” (Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon). After watching the video, the students discuss the following questions in pairs or small groups:
· Does this piece of media influence your answers to the previous questions? How/Why?
· How is learning history through this type of media different from learning history through the article and poem that you read?

20 Minutes:

The students rank each source on a scale of 1-10 (using the numeric response type in ActivEngage) for each of the following questions:
· How "historically accurate" do you think this source is?
· How good of an overall understanding of the event(s) does this source give you?
· How effective is this source for teaching and learning?
Using the average of the ActivEngage numeric responses, the teacher graphs each of the sources on the appropriate scale (see the accompanying flipchart in the Zip file) and asks the students to discuss the following questions in small groups:

· What do you notice about these graphs?

· Why is there a difference in the ratings of each source?

· What conclusions can we make about each of these sources based on these graphs?

· Based on these results, how should each of these sources be used to teach/learn history?

The students and teacher SHOULD NOT discuss these questions as a whole class. These are important questions for the students to discuss with a partner, as they will prime the students for the culminating activity of this lesson. However, discussing the answers in a large group may influence the students and narrow their opinion before they write their final blog post. 

10 Minutes:

The teacher and students review the blog post assignment directions together as a class (Assignment instructions are provided in the accompanying Zip File).

Homework:

For homework, the students locate a piece of pop culture or entertainment media and research a primary or secondary source that corresponds to the historical event or individual that is referenced in the pop culture piece.
Day 2:

10 Minutes: 

The teacher reviews the assignment rubric with his/her class. 

80 Minutes:

The students create a blog post and embed or link their pop culture media and historical summary or primary document into the post. In their posts, the students discuss the following:

· Briefly describe the two pieces of media that you have linked/embedded in your blog post.
· How/when should pop culture be used to teach and learn history?

· What are the pros and cons to learning history through pop culture or entertainment media? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.

· What are the pros and cons to learning history through historical summaries or primary documents? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.

Homework:

The students read the various posts and comment on at least two other students’ posts. After commenting, the students return to their original post and add a short reflection (several sentences) to the post that discusses:

· Have your opinions about how pop culture should be used to teach history changed? Why/Why not?

· Will this assignment change the way you view pop culture and entertainment media? How/Why?

· What did you learn from this assignment?

TIP Chart Assessment:

Research and Information Fluency:
Ideal
Research and information fluency are the focus of this lesson. The students’ blog posts must address the same basic questions, but in order to answer these questions, each student completes research on a topic of his or her choice. After choosing their pop culture media piece, the students construct research questions to guide their search for a primary or secondary source that is relevant to their topic and appropriate for answering the blog post questions. During the initial implementation of this lesson, many students had to refine their research before answering the blog post questions, as the first document they selected was not the most appropriate for the task (as it did not appropriately correspond to the historical topic in their pop culture piece). 
In order to answer the final blog post questions, the students analyze the sources that they have selected by discussing their pros, cons, authority, and accuracy. Then, the students synthesize their understanding of the documents and explain how pop culture should be used to teach and learn history. A blog is used to display this research so that other students may read their classmates’ posts and interact with the documents and media that are linked and embedded on the blog. The most important outcome of this lesson is that the students use their research in order to practice, refine, and reflect on their information fluency skills. In their everyday lives, students are constantly bombarded with “history” lessons through entertainment and pop culture media, so in order to be good citizens and knowledgeable information consumers, students must understand the pros and cons of this approach to learning.  
Communication and Collaboration:
Approaching
The research portion of the assignment is completed individually. However, there are aspects of communication and collaboration embedded in the lesson, as the final student products are posted on a class blog. The use of this digital tool allows the students to communicate by sharing their research and analyses. Students then comment on each other’s posts, providing all students with feedback and an opportunity for reflection.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:

Ideal
In the ActivEngage portion of the lesson, the students apply the results of the questions to respond to higher order questions and elaborate on their thinking. In their individual blog posts, students select the most appropriate media in order to justify their responses to purposeful questions regarding various source types. Students then reflect on these questions in order to think about how they view and consume media in their daily lives.
Creativity and Innovation:

Approaching
The final “product” of this assignment is a blog post, which the students create and share via a Wordpress blog. The students choose which media to include in their post and analyze their media in order to discuss how pop culture should be used to teach and learn history, which is an authentic task. 
Lesson Reflection:

Teacher:

“This is my favorite lesson that I have completed this year with any class. I liked how we did not discuss the ActivEngage results as a class and instead had the students discuss the answers in small groups instead. I’m often at fault for “giving away” my own opinion and influencing the end student product, so I liked how the lack of a discussion did not influence the directions that the students took in their final blog posts. I also thought that the research aspect of this lesson was rigorous and relevant. Once the students found their pop culture (which they had no trouble finding), they had to find a source that actually linked to the same idea. Some students initially struggled with this and had to continue and refine their research. For example, many students chose the movie “Lincoln” as their pop culture piece. Some of these students found documents relating to the assassination of Lincoln or just the Civil War in general and thought they were done. But after we talked about how the sources had to “link” together and be about the same topic, the students were able to locate and analyze a more relevant document. The students also learned quite a bit about various historical topics by reading each others’ posts, as evidenced by a large number of the student’s comments.”
ITRT:
“I have never seen so much student enthusiasm for writing and research as I did during this assignment. I believe a lot of this was due to the fact that the students were writing on a blog, which I’ve documented further at this link. I believe another important factor that led to the student engagement for this assignment was that the students were allowed to choose their own topic. I did not see a single student experience any hesitation before beginning their research and writing. Each student naturally knew where to start, as they were looking for media and historical content that was interesting to them personally. 
When I do this assignment in the future, there is one major aspect that I will change. In the students’ culminating blog posts, they answered three questions, one of which asked them to discuss how “pop culture” media should be used to teach and learn history. I think the order of this question on their instruction sheet (1st) led to a lot of repetitive writing. I think the more appropriate thing to do would be to have the students only discuss the pros and cons of each type of media in their culminating blog post. After writing, the students could view each other’s’ work, and then return to their original post and answer the “pop culture” question. I believe this could be the “reflection” portion of the lesson and would be a more natural place for the question, as the students could answer the question based on their own research and media, and also the research gathered by the rest of their classmates.”
