World War I – Historical Perspectives Teacher Instructions
Introduction of Unit:
At the beginning of the World War I unit discuss the following with your class:
· What are some various types of documents/sources that we use to learn about history? 
· How are these types of sources similar?
· How are these types of sources different?
· Which type of media has the biggest impact on how you learn?
· Which type of media is most historically accurate?
· Why are there multiple interpretations of the same historical events?
At the end of this unit, you will be completing an activity where you focus more on these questions. Throughout this unit, you will be exposed to many different types of documents and sources. As we use and discuss each source in class, compare this source to the others we have used, and think about how it impacts how you learn about history.
As part of your assignment for the end of this unit, you will find a piece of pop-culture media (song, video, commercial, cartoon, etc.) that relates to a specific historical event, person, or time period. Be looking for these types of media as you go through your day, as they might help you with the final assignment. 
Structure for Actual Assignment:
Day 1
1. Read this article on World War by Michael Gove (use this tool to help with your comprehension of the article) and think back to your reading of Wilfred’s Owen’s Poem, “Dulce et Decorum Est.” Then, answer the following questions on Mrs. Madden’s blog:
a. Based on your analysis of the poem, what do you think the author intends the audience to understand about World War I? What is the author’s intended “message” about the war? How do you know?
b. Based on your analysis of the Gove article, what do you think the author intends the audience to understand about World War I? What is the author’s intended “message” about the war? How do you know?
c. Compare and contrast the two author’s messages about World War I? Why do you believe the two viewpoints are similar and/or different? 
d. In your opinion, which document provides the reader with the “more accurate” understanding of World War I? Explain.
e. In your opinion, which document provides the reader with the “best” understanding of World War I? Explain.
f. Why are there varying interpretations of history?

2. Watch Epic Rap Battle produced by Mr. Berry and friends. Discuss the following questions verbally:
a. Does this piece of media influence your answers to the previous questions? How/Why?
b. How is learning history through this type of media different from learning history through the article and poem that you read?

3. Watch BBC video on learning history and discuss the following questions verbally:
a. What are some arguments for using art, fiction, and pop culture to teach and learn history?
b. What are some arguments against using art, fiction, and pop culture to teach and learn history?
c. What role do you believe art, pop culture, and fiction should play in a history classroom? Why?

4. Homework – Perspectives Assignment Handout:
a. Find an interesting piece of media/pop culture (song, video, cartoon, comic, movie reference, etc.) that discusses a historical topic of your choice. The media should be interesting for both you and your classmates and be school appropriate. 
b. Find a historical summary OR a primary document relating to the event(s) discussed in your piece of media. Any article should come from a valid historical source, be relatively short, and at a middle school reading level.
Day 2
1. Create a blog post and embed/link your pop culture media and historical summary/primary document. In your post, discuss the following:
0. Briefly describe the two pieces of media that you have linked/embedded in your blog post.
0. In paragraph form (this may take you several paragraphs) answer the follow question:
How/when should pop culture be used to teach history? Use examples from the media that you post to justify your opinions. In answering this question, make sure to address the following:
1. What are the pros and cons to learning history through pop culture or entertainment media? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.
1. What are the pros and cons to learning history through historical summaries or primary documents? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.

1. View/comment on two other posts.


World War I – Historical Perspectives Blog Post Assignment Instructions
Directions: Each student will compose a blog post that discusses the role of various sources and perspectives in learning about history. 
Instructions:
1. Find an interesting piece of pop culture or entertainment media that discusses a historical topic of your choice. The media should be interesting for both you and your classmates and be school appropriate. (Media can include a song, video, cartoon, comic, movie reference, historical fiction novel that you have read, etc.) Examples (to be discussed in class)
· All Quiet on the Western Front Novel
· All Quiet on the Western Front Movie Clip
· Epic Rap Battle – Michael Gove vs. The War Poets

2. Find a historical summary/perspective OR a primary document relating to the event(s) discussed in your piece of pop culture media. Any article should come from a valid historical source, be of an appropriate length (can be read within 5-10 minutes or less) and at a middle school reading level. Examples (to be discussed in class)
· Wilfred Owen Poem – “Dulce et Decorum Est, Pro Patria Mori” – Primary Document
· Zimmerman Telegram – Primary Document
· Michael Gove Article – History Summary/Perspective (Positive Example)
· WWI Summary – History Summary/Perspective (Positive Example)
· WWI Summary  - History Summary/Perspective (Negative Example)

3. Create a blog post on Mrs. Madden’s blog and embed/link your pop culture media and historical summary or primary document within your post. Your post should:
· Contain an interesting title – Attract Readers to Your Post!
· Be categorized correctly – World War I Assignment and the appropriate class period
· Include a brief description of the two pieces of media you have linked/embedded and identify what type of “media” they are (primary document, secondary document, historical perspective, pop culture). 
· Answer the following questions in paragraph form:
i. How/when should pop culture be used to teach history? Use examples from the media that you post to justify your opinions. 
ii. What are the pros and cons to learning history through pop culture or entertainment media? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.
iii. What are the pros and cons to learning history through historical summaries or primary documents? Use specific examples from the media that you post to justify your statements.

4. Read the various posts and comment on at least two other students’ posts. Your comments should be appropriate and constructive. In creating your comments, think about the following questions:
· What media did your classmate include? Was it appropriate for the assignment? Why/Why not?
· Do you agree with your classmate’s analysis and the examples he/she provides? Why/Why not?

5. After commenting, return to your own post and add a short reflection (several sentences) that discusses:
· Have your opinions about how pop culture should be used to teach history changed? Why/Why not?
· Will this assignment change the way you view pop culture and entertainment media? How/Why?
· What did you learn from this assignment?
World War I – Historical Perspectives Blog Post Rubric
	
	4  - Ideal
	3 - Approaching
	2 - Developing
	1  - Entry

	Historical Evidence
(Double Weight)
	The student thoroughly answers ALL questions for the blog post prompt.
ALL ideas and support for the student’s answers are justified with specific examples from the pop culture media and historical summary or primary document that he/she included in the post.
	The student thoroughly answers MOST questions for the blog post prompt.
MOST ideas and support for the student’s answers are justified with specific examples from the pop culture media and historical summary or primary document that he/she included in the post.
	The student thoroughly answers SOME questions for the blog post prompt.
SOME ideas and support for the student’s answers are justified with specific examples from the pop culture media and historical summary or primary document that he/she included in the post.
	The student thoroughly answers FEW questions for the blog post prompt.
FEW ideas and support for the student’s answers are justified with specific examples from the pop culture media and historical summary or primary document that he/she included in the post.

	Blog Formatting
	The student includes ALL of the following in his/her blog post:
Example of history in pop culture (embedded or linked) with description
Corresponding historical summary or primary document (embedded or linked) with description
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catchy and appropriate blog title
Reflection
Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	The student includes MOST of the following in his/her blog post:
Example of history in pop culture (embedded or linked) with description
Corresponding historical summary or primary document (embedded or linked) with description
Catchy and appropriate blog title
Reflection
Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	The student includes SOME of the following in his/her blog post:
Example of history in pop culture (embedded or linked) with description
Corresponding historical summary or primary document (embedded or linked) with description
Catchy and appropriate blog title
Reflection
Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	The student includes FEW of the following in his/her blog post:
Example of history in pop culture (embedded or linked) with description
Corresponding historical summary or primary document (embedded or linked) with description
Catchy and appropriate blog title
Reflection
Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation

	Blog Comments
	The student makes 2 or more comments on other classmates’ posts. All comments are well thought out and constructive. 
	The student makes 2 or more comments on other classmates’ posts. Most comments are well thought out and constructive.
	The student makes 1 or fewer comments on other classmates’ posts. The comment is well thought out and constructive.
	The student makes 1 or fewer comments on other classmates’ posts. The comment could be more well thought out and constructive.
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