Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards
 
Lesson Title: You Want Me to Make What?
Lesson Submission Number: 4254
Target Grade/Subject: Second Grade - Social Studies 2.7, 2.9, Language Arts 2.3, 2.7, 2.9, 2.10
Length: about 45 to 60 minutes per weekly lesson for about 7 weeks


 
Summary: 
Students worked in collaborative groups of two or three to develop their idea. Their pitches/ads were posted on the teacher’s blog and voted upon. The products with the most votes were chosen by our fictitious investor, Mr. Jones. The results from the online poll allowed the students to reflect upon their work. Students were given the authentic task:
“As a producer your job is to create products that consumers can use in their daily lives. Mr. Jones and his company are looking for a new product to sell. In order to present your product, you must 
· research goods
· determine a good to produce
· design your product
· determine the natural, human, and capital resources that will be needed 
· If applicable, identify your resources that are scarce
· make a model or prototype
· create a presentation for Mr. Jones
Your group submissions will be viewed by the world and the best products will be bought by Mr. Jones.”


 
Essential questions:   (What are the foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson?  
Social Studies 2.9 The student will explain that scarcity (limited resources) requires people to make choices about producing and consuming goods and services.
The students must not only know the difference between needs and wants, but more specifically, how they affect the lives of people.
Social Studies 2.7 The student will describe natural resources (water, soil, wood, and coal), human resources (people at work), and capital resources (machines, tools, and buildings).
2.3 The student will use oral communication skills.
2.7 The student will expand vocabulary when reading
2.9 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of nonfiction texts. 
2.10 The student will demonstrate comprehension of information in reference materials
2.12  The student will write stories, letters, and simple explanations. 
a) Generate ideas before writing. 
b) Organize writing to include a beginning, middle, and end for narrative and 
expository writing. 
c) Expand writing to include descriptive detail.  
d) Revise writing for clarity.  

 Lesson Development:

Background: This year our school focus is on careers. Students have been exposed to a wide variety of careers, one of which is an entrepreneur. Students are also learning about economics. Combining these two ideas, students will learn about different products that entrepreneurs can make: needs or wants. 

Process/Tasks/Assessment: 

Week 1

The teacher calls the class to the carpet to have an introductory conversation about Economics.  As a review, the concept of needs and wants and consumers and producers are revisited. The teacher explains that the class will be working on a collaborative project this year on Economics, that will include guest speakers, children’s engineering, technology, and occupations. However, in order to start we need to conduct research.

Week 2

Students start off their research with an introductory guest speaker: Mrs. Megan Shope an architect from Winks Snowa Architects. Mrs. Shope discussed with students what she does for a living, the tools she uses, and how she uses problem solving in the course of her job. Students complete an exit ticket after her presentation to reflect upon their learning.

Week 3

Using the Pebble Go! Social Studies Database, students researched the following terms: needs, wants, goods, services, consumers, producers, and scarcity. Students recorded their facts in their journals.

Week 4

The students continued their research with a virtual visit from Julian Oreska, a toymaker in Japan, by Skype. He discussed his job, the tools he used in creating toys, and how he uses problem solving. The children were also able to see some of the toys he has made. Students completed an exit ticket after his presentation to reflect upon their learning. Using the video conferencing planning form, the teacher and ITRT developed an outline for the speaker to use for this portion of the lesson. 


Week 5 - (3 lessons this week)

The teacher gathered students to the carpet and explained that they would chose their groups. The teacher asked students to explain what things to look for when choosing a group member. (Student answers will vary, some responses may be: must be able to work together, work with different people than last time, exhibit good sportmanship if you are not in the group you had wanted) 

The teacher chose five students. These five students chose other students until each group had three to four students each. Students were reminded of the authentic task: “As a producer your job is to create products that consumers can use in their daily lives. Mr. Jones and his company are looking for a new product to sell. In order to present your product, you must 
· research goods
· determine a good to produce
· design your product
· determine the natural, human, and capital resources that will be needed 
· If applicable, identify your resources that are scarce
· make a model or prototype
· create a presentation for Mr. Jones
Your group submissions will be viewed by the world and the best products will be bought by Mr. Jones.”

Then they were given the project planning form and discussed the following: whether they wanted to make a need or want and the product that they wanted to create. During the planning process, groups had to justify their choices, list the resources going to be used, such as capital, human, and natural resources, and sketch their design. While the groups were collaborating, the teacher walked around the room and facilitated groups by posing questions and redirecting groups that were struggling with some of the concepts.
Teacher Note: Students had most difficulty with understanding capital resources. 

When groups finished their planning, they began to gather the supplies needed and worked on creating their products. 

After creating their products, groups needed to evaluate their product and determine if there were any modifications they would make. Once this was accomplished, groups modified their product or continued to the next step of creating an advertisement for their product.

Weeks 6  and 7 - (2 lessons these weeks)

Using the ideas from their planning form, the groups created a pitch/ad for their products. They decided why their product was the best by writing persuasive sentences and scripts.
Teacher Note: Making persuasive arguments was challenging for students. The teacher had to do a mini-lesson on how to persuade people. After watching video clips, the class discussed examples from the video and related it to advertisements which with they were familiar. Then they were asked to give an example for their own product. Using the persuasive methods from the video, the students used an outline to develop their ideas.

Next, they created their advertisements given a choice in technology tool. They could use PIXIE, Keynote, ActivInspire, or Photo Booth. Using note cards, the groups used their ideas from their persuasive appeals and sequenced their ideas. The students then used their tool and created their advertisements.
Teacher Note: Photo Booth did not meet the needs of the project. Since groups typically had four students, all members were not able to be seen. The teacher revised the tool from Photo Booth to video camera.

After the groups completed their ads, the teacher posted them online to be voted upon. Students used the results to reflect upon their work and complete the self-reflection on paper or video.




