Research Project
Introduction to Different Sources

Part One: Dictionary

1. Dictionary.com

Dictionary.com. Dictionary.com, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. <http://dictionary.reference.com/>.

Words from “The Gift of the Magi.”

A. men·di·can·cy [men-di-kuh n-see]  noun
	1. the practice of begging, as for alms.
	2. the state or condition of being a beggar.

B. mer·e·tri·cious [mer-i-trish-uh s]  adjective
	1. alluring by a show of flashy or vulgar attractions; tawdry.
	2. based on pretense, deception, or insincerity.
	3. pertaining to or characteristic of a prostitute.

C. par·si·mo·ny [pahr-suh-moh-nee]  noun
	1. extreme or excessive economy or frugality; stinginess.

D. im·pu·ta·tion [im-pyoo-tey-shuh n]  noun
	1. the act of imputing.
	2. an attribution, as of fault or crime; accusation.

2. Webster.com

Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. <http://www.merriam-webster.com/>.

Words from “The Most Dangerous Game.”
A. su·per·sti·tious, adjective, \-ˈsti-shəs\
	1: of, relating to, or swayed by superstition <a superstitious ritual>

B. pa•la•tial, adjective, \pə-ˈlā-shəl\
	1: of, relating to, or being a palace
	2 : suitable to a palace : MAGNIFICENT

C. sal·low, noun, \ˈsa-(ˌ)lō\
	1. : of a grayish greenish yellow color

D. opaque, adjective, \ō-ˈpāk\
	1: blocking the passage of radiant energy and especially light : exhibiting opacity (see  	opacity)
	2: hard to understand or explain <opaque prose>
	3: obtuse, thickheaded


3. Oxford Dictionary - http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us

"Oxford Dictionaries Online." Oxford Dictionaries Online. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 

	<http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us>.

Words from “The Necklace.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]A.  artisan, pronunciation: /ˈärtizən/, noun
	1. a worker in a skilled trade, especially one that involves making things by hand.

B.  antechamber, pronunciation: /ˈantēˌCHāmbər/,noun
	2. a small room leading to a main one.

C. volition, pronunciation: /vəˈliSHən, vō-/ ,noun
	3. the faculty or power of using one’s will.

D. inscrutable, pronunciation: /inˈskro͞otəbəl/, adjective
	4. impossible to understand or interpret.

Personal Preference: I like Dictionary.com best because it gave more definitions so I felt like I got a better understanding of the word.  I did not like Webster.com’s definition of superstitious because it did not tell me anything and I had to click more to find out more.


Part 2: Wikipedia
"Costume Jewelry." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 13 Oct. 2012. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 

	<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costume_jewelry>.

Topic selected: costume jewelry (from The Necklace)

Notes: Costume jewelry is cheap and imitation and not meant to last.  It is trendy for short periods of time.  

Research jumping off points from the Wikipedia article:

1. Cubic zirconia (imitation diamonds)
2. Art Deco period
3. Bakelite (plastic jewelry)

Part 3: Encyclopedias

Topic selected: Art Deco (there was no “costume jewelry” article in Britannica so I used a research jumping off point)

1. Britannica.com

"Art Deco (art Movement)." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 

	2012. <http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/36505/Art-Deco>.

Notes: Started in the 1920s.  “Modernism turned into fashion.”  Ironic that art deco jewelry was usually not “mass produced” as it was inspired by the machine.  Pieces were often geometric and “streamlined.”

2.  Infoplease.com

"Art Deco." Infoplease. Infoplease, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 

	<http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/entertainment/art-deco.html>.

Notes: Art Deco, started in France before WWII.  Name is from 1925 Paris Exposition of Decorative Arts.  Inspired by the machine age.  Items were often sleek in design because of this.

Comparison:  Britannica had more information than Infoplease and was easier to read.  I like Britannica a lot better.  At first I was frustrated that there was no costume jewelry article, but it was interesting to read about the Art Deco movement.   The Infoplease article looked sloppy, but Easybib says Infoplease is credible so I know I can trust it.


Part 4: Websites

Pick 3 non-credible/non-reliable/fake websites from the list Mrs. Kaplan posted in school space and write 5-6 sentences about each detailing how you can tell they are not reliable sources.

Example:

Website: http://www.joden.com/educate.shtml

"History of Jewelry from 1700." Joden World Resources. N.p., n.d. Web. 02 Nov. 2012. 

	<http://www.joden.com/educate.shtml>.

Analysis: The information on the art deco period seems good, but the website is a commercial website, and wants to buy and sell products.  There are no sources listed for their information.  There is no author listed for the part about jewelry styles.  I thought the site was difficult to navigate.  It is obvious that its purpose is to make money.  I would not call this website a credible source.

Do a citation using Easybib for each website you use.


Part 5: Academic Databases

*We have changed the requirements for this part and are just going to show you how to access them and explain their use.  You will score points by being able to answer the following questions –

1. How do I access databases?
2. Why would I need a database?
3. What are the advantages of using databases?
4. What is one reason I may need a database in the next four years?  

Remember that there are encyclopedias in the academic databases that you may use for the encyclopedia section, including Britannica and Compton’s.
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