Lesson topic/focus: Learning How to Use Various Resources Responsibly

Grade level: 9  college-prep
Attention to differentiation of instruction to meet student learning needs: Students worked together so that the stronger students could help the ones who struggled. Working together also made the research more fun. We outlined the rubric in bullets at the request of the students because some of the students did not understand the rubric, especially the students who had missed class. The LMS created an example of the completed project so that the students could have that as a resource. We also let the students choose what they researched based on their interests (i.e. They chose their own vocabulary words and research topic).
SOLs  addressed: 

Reading

English 9.5--The student will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts.

f) Evaluate clarity and accuracy of information.
Research

English 9.8--The student will use print, electronic databases, online resources, and other media to access information to create a research product.

a) Use technology as a tool for research to organize, evaluate, and communicate information.

b) Narrow the focus of a search.

c) Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to access information and answer questions.

d) Verify the validity and accuracy of all information.

e) Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information, point of view or bias.

f) Credit the sources of quoted, paraphrased, and summarized ideas.

g) Cite sources of information using a standard method of documentation such as that of the Modern Language Association (MLA) or the American Psychological Association (APA).

h) Define the meaning and consequences of plagiarism and follow ethical and legal guidelines for gathering and using information.
AASL Standards for 21st Century Learners addressed 

1.1.7—Make sense of information gathered from diverse sources by identifying misconceptions, main and supporting ideas, conflicting information and pursuing inquiry.

1.1.8—Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and point of view or bias. 

1.2.2--Demonstrate confidence and self-direction by making independent choices in the selection of resources and information.

1.2.4-- Maintain a critical stance by questioning the validity and accuracy of all information.

1.3.1-- Respect copyright/ intellectual property rights of creators and producers.

1.3.2-- Seek divergent perspectives during information gathering and assessment. 

2.1.4--Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize information. 4.1.4--Seek information for personal learning in a variety of formats and genres.       4.1.5--Connect ideas to own interests and previous knowledge and experience.         4.1.7--Use social networks and information tools to gather and share information.     4.3.2--Recognize that resources are created for a variety of purposes.
Resources used in the lesson—
1. My video about why reliable sources are so important (https://vimeo.com/50910902) 

2. A pre-test to assess what the students know about research

3. list of potential topics for research
4. list of working hoax websites
5. a rubric 
6. a step-by-step outline of the rubric 

7. an example of the final product

8. student laptops

9. the library’s personal computers

10. dictionaries  
11. a post-test evaluation 
Division of responsibilities between librarian and classroom teacher 
	LMS will
	Teacher will

	· Test hoax websites to make sure they work

· Create and administer a pre-test

· Introduce each resource and how to find it
· Discuss the best uses of different types of resources as well as the pros and cons of each

· Discuss the importance of citing sources

· Show how the students can use Easy.bib to cite their sources

· Walk around to help students get on task and to answer their questions

· At the end of the week, review what the students should have learned

· Create an example of what the product should look like

· Take an active role in a class discussion at the end to get feedback about what worked and what did not

· Create and grade post-tests

· Remediate students who did not succeed in completing the project at least 70%
	· Introduce assignment

· Show video to demonstrate why media literacy is important

· Walk around to help students get on task and to answer their questions

· Lead a class discussion at the end to get feedback about what worked and what did not

· Administer post-tests

· Grade projects

· Give the LMS a list of students who did not do well so that she can work with them during their study blocks
· Edit materials as needed

· Post materials in School Space


Assessment of student learning 

The student product/learning outcomes will be a compilation of all their research, works cited, and analyses of what they liked.  The teacher will assess the main product while the LMS evaluates the pretests and posttests.  Provisions have been made for remediation.  The teacher will give the LMS a list of students who did not achieve with a 70% or greater. The LMS will work with those students during their study blocks. The teacher made the students who did not cite their sources correctly redo their works cited information; the LMS was available to help them.
Assessment of lesson success—The LMS, teacher, and students determined if the lesson was a success by having a class discussion, evaluating their final products, and administering a posttest.  The students said the sample of the final product was extremely helpful. Most of them did well on the posttests and told us specifically what they learned from this lesson. However, throughout the week, they had several suggestions to improve the lesson. They suggested we list what we want them to do step by step instead of writing it formally in a rubric. They wanted more details written down in these directions in case they were absent. They also said they needed more time. The LMS and the teacher made all the changes, and the products were much better. The hoax website list had to be modified because a lot of the sites were blocked. Originally, we had planned for the students to research using the different databases, but the first four parts of the assignment were more difficult for them than we had anticipated, so we told them what was in a database and showed them where to find the school’s and County’s databases.  They did use these lists to find their encyclopedias.  
Impact of librarian on student learning 
The LMS was the center of this project. She showed them where to find resources, why they would need the various resources, what to do once they found the resources, how to document their sources, and how to differentiate between reliable and unreliable resources. While we were in the library, the teacher and the LMS were able to give students more one-on-one attention so that the students’ questions were answered quickly. The teacher and the LMS constantly walked around to make sure each student was on task and following directions. The LMS did most of the remediation, since she could continue to remediate the students outside of class. The LMS had a variety of sources, and she made the example product that the students loved. By the end of the project and the completion of remediation, all the students could cite their sources using proper MLA citation. The LMS helped the students learn life-long research skills, and she built a rapport with them so that they will come back to library when they need to find information in future. We knew the LMS had had an impact because the students commented on their post-tests. We will also measure the impact when the students return to the library to complete their history, ESL, and science projects. By that time, they should be able to find their research efficiently.
Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
Pretest

Student Name: __________________________________
Class Period: ___________
Research Skills Pre-Test

1.  An encyclopedia or Wikipedia is a good place to:

A. Get general information on a subject.

B. Find “jumping off points” for further research

C. Do serious, academic research

D. All of the above.

E.  A and B only.

2.  Even though encyclopedias and Wikipedia are a lot alike, it is important to understand that there are a few major differences between them.  What are two important differences between Wikipedia and an encyclopedia?


1.


2.

3.  List three warning signs that show a website is likely to not be a credible source.

1.


2.


3.

4.  Which of the following are characteristics of academic database? Check or circle ALL that apply.

A. They contain a usually large collection of data organized especially for rapid search and retrieval (as by a computer).
B. They are designed for use in schools and other academic settings.

C. They are free.

D. They contain more credible content than what you can find using Google or other internet 
search engines.

E.  They may be an encyclopedia database, a journal and magazine database and/or a subject database, such as science.

5.  What are two advantages an academic database has over the general internet?


1.


2.

6.  Why do you have to document your sources?

Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
List of Potential Topics
Topics for Research

Authors

 “The Most Dangerous Game”—Murders from Ennui, Jungles of the Caribbean, Cossacks, Madame Butterfly, Darwinism

“The Sniper”—Ireland ‘s civil war (Free Staters v. Republicans), IRA, sniper rifle

“The Cask of Amontillado”—Amontillado wine, the catacombs, freemasons, brick masonry, Carnival in Italy

“The Gift of the Magi”—the Magi, Queen of Sheba, King Solomon, Coney Island

“The Necklace” –Champs d’Elysses,  France's Third Republic and examine how the society depicted in this story reflects the aspirations and apprehensions of the French nation in the 1880s, imitation diamonds
Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
Step by Step Directions for the Research Project
Mrs. Kaplan/Ms. Schmid
Dictionaries

1. Select FOUR words from “The Sniper” that you do not know. Go to Dictionary.com and look up the meanings of those words. Cite your source in the correct MLA format.

2. Select FOUR words from “The Gift of the Magi” that you do not know. Go to another dictionary and look up the meanings of those words. Cite your source in the correct MLA format.

3. Select FOUR words from “The Necklace” that you do not know. Go to a third dictionary and look up the meanings of those words. Cite your source in the correct MLA format.

4. Decide which dictionary you liked the best and justify your opinion.

Wikipedia

1. Find a topic of interest from one of the short stories (i.e. Carnival, Champs d’ Elysses, Catacombs). Find THREE ways (words, phrases, sites) to further your research. Cite your Wikipedia source in the correct MLA format.

Encyclopedias (You may find these in our database.)

1. Use ONE online encyclopedia to research a topic of interest from your short stories. Take some notes on what you read. Cite your source in the correct MLA format.

2. Use ANOTHER online encyclopedia to research the topic of interest from your short stories. Take some notes on what you read. Cite your source in the correct MLA format.

3. Compare the information you found in both sources and say which source you like the best. Justify your answer (consider the vocabulary, format, reliability).

Hoax Websites

1. Using the list of hoax websites provided, visit THREE of the sites. Analyze how you know they are not legitimate in two-three sentences each. Cite your sources in the correct MLA format.

Databases—Know the answers to the following questions.

How do I access databases?

Why would I need a database?

What are the advantages of using databases?

What is one reason I may need a database in the next four years?

At the end of the project, make a list of all your works cited entries. Put this list in alphabetical order on a separate page. Title this page “Works Cited.”
Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
Hoax Web Sites
[image: image1.wmf]

false


All About Explorers 
Aluminum Foil Deflector Beanies 

California's Velcro Crop Under Challenge 

Funky Shoes
Furnetics
The Great Wall of China Website
 Moonbeam Enterprises 
RYT Hospital 

Save the Guinea Worm Foundation
Save the Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus 
Strawberry Pop-Tart Blow-Torches 

Welcome to the White House 

Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
Example of the

Research Project

Introduction to Different Sources

Part One: Dictionary

1. Dictionary.com

Dictionary.com. Dictionary.com, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. <http://dictionary.reference.com/>.
Words from “The Gift of the Magi.”
A. men·di·can·cy [men-di-kuh n-see]  noun

1. the practice of begging, as for alms.


2. the state or condition of being a beggar.

B. mer·e·tri·cious [mer-i-trish-uh s]  adjective

1. alluring by a show of flashy or vulgar attractions; tawdry.


2. based on pretense, deception, or insincerity.


3. pertaining to or characteristic of a prostitute.

C. par·si·mo·ny [pahr-suh-moh-nee]  noun

1. extreme or excessive economy or frugality; stinginess.

D. im·pu·ta·tion [im-pyoo-tey-shuh n]  noun

1. the act of imputing.


2. an attribution, as of fault or crime; accusation.

2. Webster.com

Merriam-Webster. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. <http://www.merriam-webster.com/>.
Words from “The Most Dangerous Game.”
A. su·per·sti·tious, adjective, \-ˈsti-shəs\


1: of, relating to, or swayed by superstition <a superstitious ritual>

B. pa•la•tial, adjective, \pə-ˈlā-shəl\


1: of, relating to, or being a palace

2 : suitable to a palace : magnificent
C. sal·low, noun, \ˈsa-(ˌ)lō\


1. : of a grayish greenish yellow color

D. opaque, adjective, \ō-ˈpāk\


1: blocking the passage of radiant energy and especially light : exhibiting opacity (see  
opacity)


2: hard to understand or explain <opaque prose>


3: obtuse, thickheaded

3. Oxford Dictionary - http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us
"Oxford Dictionaries Online." Oxford Dictionaries Online. N.p., n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 


<http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us>.

Words from “The Necklace.”
A.  artisan, pronunciation: /ˈärtizən/, noun


1. a worker in a skilled trade, especially one that involves making things by hand.

B.  antechamber, pronunciation: /ˈantēˌCHāmbər/,noun


2. a small room leading to a main one.

C. volition, pronunciation: /vəˈliSHən, vō-/ ,noun


3. the faculty or power of using one’s will.

D. inscrutable, pronunciation: /inˈskro͞otəbəl/, adjective


4. impossible to understand or interpret.

Personal Preference: I like Dictionary.com best because it gave more definitions so I felt like I got a better understanding of the word.  I did not like Webster.com’s definition of superstitious because it did not tell me anything and I had to click more to find out more.

Part 2: Wikipedia
"Costume Jewelry." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 13 Oct. 2012. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 


<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costume_jewelry>.

Topic selected: costume jewelry (from The Necklace)

Notes: Costume jewelry is cheap and imitation and not meant to last.  It is trendy for short periods of time.  

Research jumping off points from the Wikipedia article:

1. Cubic zirconia (imitation diamonds)

2. Art Deco period

3. Bakelite (plastic jewelry)

Part 3: Encyclopedias

Topic selected: Art Deco (there was no “costume jewelry” article in Britannica so I used a research jumping off point)

1. Britannica.com
"Art Deco (art Movement)." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 


2012. <http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/36505/Art-Deco>.

Notes: Started in the 1920s.  “Modernism turned into fashion.”  Ironic that art deco jewelry was usually not “mass produced” as it was inspired by the machine.  Pieces were often geometric and “streamlined.”

2.  Infoplease.com

"Art Deco." Infoplease. Infoplease, n.d. Web. 01 Nov. 2012. 


<http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/entertainment/art-deco.html>.

Notes: Art Deco, started in France before WWII.  Name is from 1925 Paris Exposition of Decorative Arts.  Inspired by the machine age.  Items were often sleek in design because of this.

Comparison:  Britannica had more information than Infoplease and was easier to read.  I like Britannica a lot better.  At first I was frustrated that there was no costume jewelry article, but it was interesting to read about the Art Deco movement.   The Infoplease article looked sloppy, but Easybib says Infoplease is credible so I know I can trust it.

Part 4: Websites

Pick 3 non-credible/non-reliable/fake websites from the list Mrs. Kaplan posted in school space and write 5-6 sentences about each detailing how you can tell they are not reliable sources.

Example:

Website: http://www.joden.com/educate.shtml
"History of Jewelry from 1700." Joden World Resources. N.p., n.d. Web. 02 Nov. 2012. 


<http://www.joden.com/educate.shtml>.
Analysis: The information on the art deco period seems good, but the website is a commercial website, and wants to buy and sell products.  There are no sources listed for their information.  There is no author listed for the part about jewelry styles.  I thought the site was difficult to navigate.  It is obvious that its purpose is to make money.  I would not call this website a credible source.

Do a citation using Easybib for each website you use.

Part 5: Academic Databases

*We have changed the requirements for this part and are just going to show you how to access them and explain their use.  You will score points by being able to answer the following questions –

1. How do I access databases?

2. Why would I need a database?

3. What are the advantages of using databases?

4. What is one reason I may need a database in the next four years?  

Remember that there are encyclopedias in the academic databases that you may use for the encyclopedia section, including Britannica and Compton’s.
Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
Post-test

Student Name: ______________________
Class Period: _____________________

Research Skills Post-Test

1.  An encyclopedia or Wikipedia is a good place to:

A. Get general information on a subject.

B. Find “jumping off points” for further research

C. Do serious, academic research

D. All of the above.

E.  A and B only.

2.  Even though encyclopedias and Wikipedia are a lot alike, it is important to understand that there are a few major differences between them.  What are two important differences between Wikipedia and an encyclopedia?


1.


2.

3.  List three warning signs that show a website is likely to not be a credible source.

1.


2.


3.

4.  Which of the following are characteristics of academic database? Check or circle ALL that apply.

A. They contain a usually large collection of data organized especially for rapid search and retrieval (as by a computer).
B. They are designed for use in schools and other academic settings.

C. They are free.

D. They contain more credible content than what you can find using Google or other internet 
search engines.

E.  They may be an encyclopedia database, a journal and magazine database and/or a subject database, such as science.

5.  What are two advantages an academic database has over the general internet?


1.


2.

6.  Why do you have to document your sources?

7.  What are two things you learned that you did not know before you started this project?


1.
2.

Return to the list of resources used in the lesson
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