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Summary:
Technology is always changing and improving our lives every day from being able to watch a movie on a cell phone, printing pictures from a printer through Wifi, to a train that runs on magnetism. In this lesson, the students’ task is to create their own vehicle of the future that will be both unique and efficient.  Students will generate questions as they read a current event article from TeenBiz3000 that describes a car that can run under water.  Students will use these questions to guide their collaborative activities in creating a futuristic vehicle.  The lesson is an extension activity to be utilized with the Teen Biz Reading Program. 
Essential questions:

· How does this article relate to your life as a consumer and future driver?

· How would you create a vehicle that is totally unique from anyone else, if given unlimited resources?
Lesson Development:
Day 1:  
Students will read a current event article from TeenBiz3000, generate questions about the article as they read, and complete comprehension questions online.  

Day 2:
Students will work in class to collaborate in self-selected groups to create a unique product. They will research information about technology that is making our lives easier, while determining if it is better for the environment, and how technology can help us as individuals. They will then create a product that utilizes this information and present their product to the class.
Task: 
Day 1:

Sign on to TeenBiz 3000 and read the article “The Car that Swims” located in your mailbox.    Write a list of questions about the car or the article and turn in at the end of class.  These will be used for discussion next class.

Day 2:

As a consumer and future driver, how does this current events article relate to you?  If given unlimited resources, what type of new vehicle would you create?  The Elko Vehicle Company is considering ideas for a new vehicle.  You are given the task of preparing your idea for market.  You will collaborate with your choice of partners to create a design and marketing plan for your vehicle based on the research you did on day 1.
Procedure:
1. What do I use to make my presentation?  That is up to you.  You will present your new vehicle to the staff of The Elko Vehicle Company.   They are only able to accept one new project idea per class.  The Elko Vehicle Company  wants a clear idea of your product which could be in the form of a narrated video/ movie, online advertisement page with connecting links,  digital brochure,  promethean flipchart, digital poster (Prezi, Spaaze)
2. Research:
a. Utilize the Elko resource validity checklist to help determine if the websites you are using to research are reliable.
b. Remember to use advanced search practices as modeled in previous class periods.
c. Remember to cite your sources by keeping a list of the websites you took the information from; this includes any pictures you download as well.
3. How will it be graded?
a. Your product will be evaluated by your peers in different classes through a Google Form.

b. The Elko Vehicle Company will evaluate your team on the following:

i. Did you create a presentation with all the essential information included in the grading rubric?
ii. Did you cite your sources accurately for any images, videos, or written content included in your presentation?

iii. Did all group members take active roles in the development of the product and contribute to the success of the team?
4.  You will drop your projects in School Space.
TIP Chart Assessment:
Categories:
Research and Information Fluency:  Approaching
Teacher models strategies to guide student investigations, designs a challenge that promotes synthesis of resources and addresses and authentic task as students construct questions to guide research and select appropriate digital tools.

Communication and Collaboration:  Developing
Teacher defines structures for student communication inside the classroom, as students work in self- selected teams to address an authentic task.

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Approaching 

Teacher models a range of critical thinking and/or problem solving strategies and supports students as they engage the challenges and problems purposefully.  Students generate and respond to purposeful questions in order to guide the design of their vehicle.
Creativity and Innovation: Approaching

Teacher designs opportunities for students to synthesize research, communicate/collaborate, and apply critical thinking skills to address an authentic task.  Students analyze their research and make predictions in order to design a car for the future.
