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Lesson Title:
Wild Animal VoiceThread
Target Grade/Subject:
        
3rd grade / Science
Length:
        
150 Minutes (over several days)
Summary:
Prior to this specific lesson, as part of a larger research unit on animals and their habitats, students chose an animal to research in the library using a variety of materials and websites.  Students then used their research information to create several visuals in order to present their animals and habitats.  This lesson focuses specifically on the use of VoiceThread to create each individual student’s “Wild Self,” where they shared information about their animal and its habitat using text, audio, or video. Then, students were able to gather and record information about other animals from their peers, as well as provide open-ended feedback about the product to their classmates.  Students used VoiceThread as an effective communication tool to both share information and provide feedback to peers in an engaging format.
Essential questions or objectives:
Standards of Learning
Science 3.4   The student will investigate and understand that behavioral and physical adaptations allow animals to respond to life needs.
Science 3.5   The student will investigate and understand relationships among organisms in aquatic and terrestrial food chains.
Science 3.8   The student will investigate and understand basic patterns and cycles occurring in nature.
English 3.1   The student will use effective communication skills in group activities.
English 3.2   The student will present brief oral reports.
English 3.5   The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.
English 3.7   The student will demonstrate comprehension of information from a variety of print resources.
Math 3.14    Length, weight and mass
Science 3.1g   data is gathered
Foundational questions that students should be able to answer after this lesson:
·      What are the behavioral and physical adaptations of their animal?
o      How does your animal gather and store food?
o      How does your animal find shelter?
o      How does your animal defend themselves? Do they use camouflage, mimicry, instinct, or any learned behaviors
o      How does your animal rear their young?
o      Does your animal hibernate or migrate?
·      What are the relationships among your organism and others in their food chain or food web?
o      Is your animal a producer, consumer, or decomposer?
o      Is your animal a herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore?
o      Is your animal a predator?  If so, what prey do they eat?
o      Is your animal is prey to any predator?
·      What is the life cycle of your animal?
o      Does your animal have a simple or complex life cycle?
o      Does your animal go through a metamorphosis?
·      What is your animal’s size?
Resources:
Technology:
        
Internet, VoiceThread website, Build Your Wild Self website
        
Teacher Website - blog
        
Digital camera
        
COWS
Lesson Development:
Process/Tasks:
 S - Student
 T - Teacher
Students will use the visual that they created in order to present their animals and habitats as the image to use for the VoiceThread.
1S: Take a picture using the digital camera of the animal poster.
1T: Download pictures into student folders on VOL2.
2S: Create a “Wild Self” from BuildYourWildSelf.com to use as an avatar on VoiceThread.  Students will then participate in uploading their “Wild Self” to their VoiceThread icon. 
2T: The teacher will walk students through creating a “Wild Self”, saving their image, and uploading to their VoiceThread icon. 
3S: The students will upload their poster picture to VoiceThread.  Students will then use the comment option to read aloud their paragraph to communicate their research.
3T: The teacher will model/walk students through uploading their poster picture and recording their paragraph in a manner that will allow for the information to be best communicated.
4S: The students will listen to and watch their classmates’ VoiceThread products and comment on their classmates’ work. They will also record new information learned into their interactive science notebooks.
4T: The teacher will model how to listen to and watch other students’ products.  The teacher will model how to leave appropriate feedback for their classmates, using a variety of comment options.  The teacher will circulate to ensure students are able to access their classmates work and that they are listening to and watching a variety of students’ work. 
5T: The teacher will compile the VoiceThread products of the class in one video stream.
5S: The students will watch the entire presentation as a culmination to the unit.
6T: The teacher will post video stream on her blog to share product with parents.
