2011-2012 Lesson Plan for Henrico 21 Awards

 

Lesson Title: All About Our Habitat

Target Grade/Subject:  First Grade

Length: Four Thirty Minute Research Lessons

 

Summary: 
First Grade students self-selected their own habitat and members of their group.  They participated in a mini habitat flip chart before they were able to select their habitat.  In the library, first graders used a variety of resources: non-fiction books, Discovery Science, databases, Brain-Pop videos, and magazines to help guide their research.  They were given a research template to draw or write the information they explored including animals and plants that live in their habitat.  They also had to find out information about the animals’ body covering, movement and how they adapt to their surroundings.  Next, as a group, designed on paper what they wanted their habitat to look like.  Using children’s engineering, each group made a shoebox model of their habitat. Using the following center rotations:  reader’s theater- students videotaped each other as they explain their animals and habitat using felt pieces and felt board, groups completed a planning sheet on who will say what on their final video, each group graphed animals on the Promethean board according to their body coverings and movements, each group sorted animals and then use the iPad to record an explanation of how the animals were sorted, and lastly, show me center- groups use this application to explain each animals. As the completion of this project, videos were shared with teachers and other students.  

 

Essential questions:   
What is research?

Why is research important?

Why do these animals live in your habitat?

How would animals be affected by different amounts of air, food, water, and shelter?

How are animals classified?

How might body coverings help an animal survive?

How might body size help an animal survive?

How might body parts help an animal survive?

What in your habitat allows your animal to survive?

Lesson Development:

Process/Tasks/Assessment: 
First Day Research Lesson
Teacher will use habitat flip chart to explain the process. 

Tell the students that you will sing the research song using the Bingo tune-


Here is a process I can use

            Its name is Super 3-0!   

            Plan, do, and review; 

            Plan, do, and review; 

            Plan, do and review;


It’s name is Super 3-0

Students will sing with you. 

As a class, students will develop questions for the research? Examples:


Where do we find answers to our research?  (books, computers, and from each other)


How many animals live there?


How do the animals live there?


What do the animals eat?


Where do they live?


What do their homes look like?



Why are animal parts important?


How does the animal move?


How do the animals survive?

After developing questions, students will sort animals in the correct habitat.  

 Second Research Lesson
Students have chosen their habitat and group ahead of time.

Teacher explains to students that they are going use non-fiction books to find information on animals and plants that live in their habitat.

Students who can and cannot read will still be able to complete their research template.  They can either use words or drawings. During this time, students will have a discussion on why these animals live there. 

Teacher walks around asking questions about each group’s habitat, guide them in the right direction 

Students are communicating with each other the reason why they chose certain animals and plants to go on their research template

Teacher continues to talk about the differences of animals and asks questions; such as, how does this animal move?  What is this animal’s body covering?  Why do animals have coverings?

We discussed how it was different using all three ways of research.

Third Research Lesson

Teacher explains to groups that they are gong to use databases, tumble-books, and Brain-pop to find information on animals and plants that live in their habitat. They use the computer research template to record their information. 

Fourth Research Lesson 

At this time, students are ready to now analyze their research.  As a group, they decide which animals and plants they would like to include in their habitat.  They will glue it to a big poster board and will later refer back to it when creating their habitats. 

Next, groups will draw their habitat on one sheet of white paper. They will use this to help them when creating their shoebox model.  They will also make a list of items they would like to use for their children’s engineering project. 

*****The following activities are how students applied their research: (these activities are not included in the Research timing – which is the main focus of this entry, however have been included to illustrate what teachers [as well as students] can do with the research)*****
Habitat Shoe Box Model

Students will use their plan and research poster board to create their model.  They will get all of their material together and begin designing their habitat.  Materials can include felt, toilet paper rolls, fabric, rocks, shells, grass, branches, cotton balls, paper, etc.  

Animal Center Rotations

Explain the centers to the groups

1. Reader’s Theater- students will videotape each other as they explain their animals and habitat using felt pieces and felt board.

2.  Groups will complete a planning sheet on who will say what on their final video (in front of a computer and photo booth- they may practice)

3.  Each group will graph animals on the Promethean board according to their body coverings and movements- they will need to discuss the animals and word together as a group

4.  Each group will sort animals and then use the iPad to record an explanation of how the animals were sorted

5.  SHOW ME center- groups will use the iPad application to explain each animal

6.  Groups will now choose animals from the magic bucket and apply everything they have learned and will explain it through photo booth.

7.  If students are ready to work on their FINAL video, they will be allowed to. 

Now you can take all of their mini videos to create a class video of their projects. 

 

TIP Chart Assessment:

(Using the TIP Chart, identify which level (e.g. entry, developing, approaching, ideal/target) your lesson falls in for each of the categories below and write a brief statement to describe what the students are doing as it relates to the indicators on the TIP chart.)

Categories:

Research and Information Fluency: Target 
I facilitated through questioning to assist students researching animals and plants in their habitat.  The students were able to write/draw the information that they gathered from the resources provided.  They were even able to physically interact with the research by analyzing and evaluating their information for the best to use in their final project. 

Communication and Collaboration: Target
Students worked together to problem solve and to appropriately correct each other’s mistakes.  They used many tools to become an “expert” on animals (iPads, laptops, flip camera, Promethean board).  They were really excited to show their videos to Kindergarten students. Students reflected on how they can work better together.  

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Approaching
Students selected the tools that they were more comfortable using (the iPads).  They are still learning how to problem solve and to use critical thinking skills.  They continue to need guidance and support in this area. 

Creativity and Innovation: Target
Students were so creative with their habitats and the items that they used to create animals and plants.  Also, as I walked around during center rotations, students were involved in a deep discussion on how the animals should be sorted and the way the completed their reader’s theater activity.  They also reflected upon completion of the project on what they should do next time.
