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Summary:

To further explore animal adaptations collaborative groups independently use 21st century skills through research, a classroom blog, and a Promethean flipchart. The information gathered is used to make a classroom presentation.  This presentation provides a non-traditional assessment. 
 

Essential questions:   

· What are some physical adaptations of animals?

· What are some behavioral adaptations of animals?

· What is the difference between instinct and learned behavior? 

· What are some examples of methods that animals used to gather and store food, find shelter, defend themselves, and rear young?

 

Lesson Development:

Technology Use:  Promethean Board, Class Blog, Pages, Comic Life, and online references

Materials needed for this project:

Student Computers 

Graphic Organizers for Research

Encyclopedias, books, online resources for researching

Online photos of group animals 

Promethean flipchart on Animal Adaptations

Research – Prior to Lesson (length 1hr)

Prior to lesson allow students to choose a partner to collaborate with on this project. Ask students to decide with his/her partner what animal they would like to research. Then allow them to collect books, encyclopedias, and other resources on each animal,

1. Working with a partner, students will rotate to different research stations. Students should fill out the graphic organizer as they find information in each station. 

a. Station 1: Encyclopedia

b. Station 2: Nonfiction books on animals

c. Station 3: Online reference 
 www.enchantedlearning.com and www.discoveryscience.com.
Lesson Procedure (length 1.5 hours): 

Working in small groups of two or three, students will rotate between three stations. Each station will be about 30 minutes long. 

Station 1:  Animal Research Presentation (creativity, research, and collaboration)

Students will work with their group to create a presentation on their chosen animal. Students will create either a ComicLife presentation or a brochure in Pages using the graphic organizer of research and online photos.  
Station 2:  Blog (critical thinking and collaboration)  http://blogs.henrico.k12.va.us/mawalton1/
Students will work with their small group to answer a “higher level thinking” question on the class blog. They can also read and comment on other student answers. 

Provide links on the blog for the students to click on and explore more information on animal adaptations.

Suggested questions:  

1. How have humans “borrowed” adaptations from other animals? (example: When we go in the water how are we like a shark? When we go to cold climates how are we like a polar bear?) 

2. How do you adapt to different changes in your environment? How do you change for the weather and seasons?
Station 3:   Promethean Flipchart on Animal Adaptations (Assessment)

The teacher will lead this station, as the students will work in larger groups, to discuss animal adaptations and play the matching game “Who Am I” using the interactive promethean board. 

Assessment:

Using the research presentation to assess mastery of the SOL (see attached rubric)

 

TIP Chart Assessment:

Categories: 

Research and Information Fluency: Developing

Collaborative groups of students utilize many different digital resources and tools of their choice to research various adaptations of their animal. 

Communication and Collaboration: Ideal/Target 

Students engaged in meaningful communication through the blog, various research sources/tools, and group presentation. 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Developing

 Using the blog, students responded to higher order questions and demonstrated critical thinking. 

Creativity and Innovation: Approaching

Students blended technology and personal choices to generate new ideas and products. Students also summarized their research. 

