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Former NAsA scientist Addison Bain studied the tragedy for nine
years, reviewing original documents, talking to eyewitnesses, and
performing laboratory experiments. He and German scientist
Ulrich Schmidtchen have made a strong case that the cause of the
accident was the paint on the Hindenbury’s outer cover, which was
a highly flammable mixture similar in composition to rocket fuel,
igniting during the electrical storm. Indeed, the German archives
reveal that an electrical engineer named Otto Beyersdorff involved
in the original investigation had concluded, “The actual cause of
the fire was the extremely easy flammability of the covering mate-
rial brought about by the discharges of an electrostatic nature?
Nonetheless, hydrogen no doubt fed the Hindenbuy’s fire and
contributed to the speed with which the giant airship burned.*




